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NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR, FBIS: 

Forty years ago, the U.S. Government inaugurated a new 
service to monitor foreign public broadcasts. A few years later 
a Similar group was established to exploit the foreign press. 
From the merger of these organizations evolved the present -day 
BIS. Our constant goal throughout has been to provide our readers 
with rapid, accurate, and comprehensive reporting from the public 
media worldwide. 


On behalf of all of us in FBIS | wish to express appreciation 


to our readers who have guided our efforts throughout the years. 
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INTER=ARAR APFAIRS 


REAGAN'S MIDDLE EAST POLICY DEEMED VIOLENT, EXTREMIST 


Kuwait AL<TALL'AH in Arabic 14 Jan 81 pp 36-39 


[Interview with Tal'at Ya'qub, Secretary General of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Front; in Beirut: “Reagan's Policy Is a More Violent and a More 
Extremist Continuation of the Camp David Policy} 


[Text }) The Zionist proposal and the current U.S. 

stern posture refute the possibility that an independent, 
nationalist state can be established. 

The organization is being asked to stop the dialogue 
with Jordan immediately. 

Our position on any party in Palestine is determined 

by that party's close or remote identification with 

the slogan of a secular, democratic state in all of 
Palestine. 


After 16 years of continuous national struggle and armed revolutionary 
operations the Palestinian political decision has now become a factor of 
some consequence amone the current international equations and the 
balances of power that dominate it. Throughout the years of this con- 
tinuous struggle, opposing forces never ceased their efforts to impede 
the progress and the perseverance of the revolution. This revolution is 
now facing new kinds of conspiracies, but all of these conspiracies--the 
old and the new--agree on one central point: the liquidation of this 
revolution or cutting it down to size and, accordingly, replacing the 
role of the PLO. 


These assumptions were the subject of a comprehensive interview with 
the secretary general of the Palestine Liberation Front, Tal’at Ya'qub. 
The interview dealt with numerous timely questions that are important 
for Palestine, Lebanon, the Arabs and the international [community]. 
The text of the interview follows. 


[Question] The recent military developments in South Lebanon are assu- 
ming serious proportions, especially after what occurred between the 
Syrian and the Israeli troops. How do you view these developments? [Do 
you think] they are a prelude to a more varied and a more dangerous aim? 











[Answer] The Zionist enemy has been given the green light by the United 
States, and specifically by the Reagan administration. This administra- 
tion is deliberately encouraging the Zionist enemy to undertake opera~ 
tions that have targeted the Palestinian Revolution in south Lebanon in 
particular and in any other location in general. One may find evidence 
for th.e green light and for this encouragement in the statements that 
Reagan made in the course of the primaries. [Reagan had stated in those 
statements] that he considered the liberation organization to be a ter- 
rorist organization and that the United States could not recognize it 
from any standpoint whatsoever. 


We cannot separate the mobilization and the military activities of the 
Zionist entity, as manifested by the daily airplane and artillery shel- 
ling, by the occupation of a few villages and strategic locations in 
South Lebanon or by the destruction of the homes of peaceful citizens, 
[as 1 said! we cannot separate this from the escalation of the reac- 
tionary, Zionist, inperialist attack which has targeted all the compo- 
nents of the national presence that opposes Camp David and its conspira- 
torial episodes throughout the Arab region as a whole. Therefore, the 
intense mobilizations or attacks that occurred do not come as a surprise. 
We have been and we still are, before these mobilizations and attacks and 
subsequent to them, expecting a major military operation to take place 
through which the enemy can occupy south Lebanon in accordance with a 
plan that he devised and planned. Thus, the attacks on al-Shaqif, 
(Arnun), al-Jarmaq and others, as concentrated, central operations 
carried out by the enemy, have indicated that che plan is aiming at tying 
the regions of the border strip with the separatist entity in Kasrawan. 
This plan is not isolated from the military preparations that the 
separatist forces are undertaking against the Palestinian Revolution and 
the Lebanese National Movement. It is also not isolated © om the attempts 
to expand the border strip which is controlled by the traitor, Sa'd 
Haddad into a natural extension of the Zionist entity. 


[Question] How then do you view the Syrian-Israeli battle that occurred 
for the first time recently in south Lebanon? Is it a prelude to a new 
confrontation that will be more violent? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that our colleagues in the Syrian Arab army 
did actually participate in the recent battles and that they are conse- 
quently defending Syria and the Arab nation from a forward position along 
with their colleagues in the Palestinian Resistance and the Lebanese 
National Movement. It is natural that as long as Syria remains the target 
of imperialism because of its steadfastness in the face of Camp David, it 
will have to face in the future as well as shortly confrontations that 
will be more violent than those of the past Therefore, Syria, the Resis- 
tance and the National Movement are being called upon to remain allied 
and united in solidarity and to maintain the unity of their military 
forces so they can prepare for the major battle with the forces of the 
enemy in the region. 








No Oualitative Difference 


[Question] How do you view the new U.S. administration? There are those 
who call attention to the qualitative differences between it and the 
Carter administration and who draw an analogy between Carter's defeat and 
the defeat of Camp David. This is supported by a statement made by one of 
the Epyptian officials about the need for Egypt not to enter into a mili- 
tary alliance with the United States and Israel. What do you think of all 
this? 


[Answer] 1 want to tell you that in general there is no major difference 
between the U.S. administrations. The new and the old administration, 

and all the administrations, are founded on the basis of plundering the 
wealth of nations and paining control over their capabilities. This is 
based on capitalist, imperialist thinking and on the logic of monopolies. 
When al-Sadat's regime took its first treacherous step when al-Sadat 
visited Jerusalem; when it took steps towards the sormalization of rela- 
tions; and then when it concluded the Camp David Accords with Carter, 
[that regime] was well aware of the fact that it was linking itself comp- 
letely and deeply with U.S. policy. 


Therefore, aside from the fact that no such statements were made by an 
Egyptian official, some figures of the opposition did make statements 
against the U.S. military presence in Egypt. If we were to say that there 
was a qualitative difference between the two administrations, we would be 
denying the nature of the imperialist course. Camp David amounts to a 
serious and a penetrating prelude to the placement of the region under 
the control and the influence of imperialism. I believe chat this objec- 
tive still exists and endures because as 1 said a while ago there is no 
difference between the Carter administration and the Reagan adminis- 
tration. However, it is my opinion that the administration of the new 
president will be more extreme in its military presence and in its 
policies on the international scene. For example, there are the frequent 
declarations or references against international detente and the recon- 
sideration of the SALT II agreements. This does not mean that the new 
administration will change its mind about Camp David. What is intended is 
that the new administration strengthen Camp David by establishi.sg a mili- 
tary and an economic alliance between al-Sadat, the Zionists and the 
Americans. Imperialism is trying to make other Arab countries join this 
alliance, perhaps through Europe's initiative, which in our judgment and 
in our opinion, is another espect of the U.S. policy and Camp David. 


The Partner and then the Substitute 
[Question] Numerous incidents point towards the fact that Jordan is 


being prepared to take the place of the PLO in the coming talks on the 
Palestinian question. How far can we go in this direction? 


[Answer] The statements that Reagan made in his elections program 
indicated that Jordan had to be included in the next [round of] talks. 














Al-Sadat also made statements on behalf of the Egyptian regime indicating 
that a small Palestinian state had to be formed and that it would be 

tied to Israel in a federation or a confederation. These statements, coin- 
ciding with statements made by ‘Adnan Abu ‘Awdah, indicate clearly that 
the PLO must have a partner in representing the Palestinians politically. 
This partnership, of course, is in accordance with the Jordanian view. 
All these statements are being made at the same time to emphasize the 
organic and the logical relationship that exists between them. And here 
we must not ignore the European role in this context. There was the 
Venice Conference which was preceded by the tour of French President 
d'Estaing during which there was a long stop in Jordan where there was a 
discussion about Jordan's role in the new initiative. These incidents and 
clearly defined positions lead us to conclude that the plan is proceeding 
on a course in which Jordan would first play the role of a partner and it 
would then substitute for the organization in representing the 
Palestinians. These two roles represent interrelated stages. 


[Question] In view of this possible course of the future plan of the 
Jordanian role, how is the Liberation Organization dealing with [this 
situation]? What is the position that is expected on Palestine? 


[Answer] The PLO as the legitimate and the only representative of the 
Palestinian people has been able to achieve advanced accomplishments 

in the struggle to strengthen and consolidate the national struggle of 
our people in Palestine. To do so it has used blood and a persistent 
political struggle. It was not a coincidence that 12 states recognized 
the PLO. Now we are seeing the struggle of our masses and our people in 
the occupied homeland developing and people are being wounded, arrested 
and killed in action every day, either through military operations or 
raging demonstrations that take place in the cities, villages and regions 
of Palestine. In addition, the question of Palestine has become the 
subject of concentrated inquiry in all the international forums. At the 
al-Rabat Conference the Jordanian regime was forced to recognize the 
organization, not out of admiration for us, as it is said, but rather 
because of the struggle of the people inside and outside the country. 
This is a daily affirmation of the fact that the organization is the 
commander of our struggle. Neither the Jordanian regime nor any other 
regime can play the role of its partner. Therefore, we are saying that 
all the forms of dialogue with this regime must cease because it is the 
Jordanian regime that is benefiting from the dialogue in the context of 
the current and the available balances of power. This dialogue must cease 
immediately so that we would not give this regime any justification or 
opportunity to benefit [from it]. 


A Pause for Evaluation 


[Question] Do you expect the Palestinian-Jordanian relationship to come 
to an end in the near future? 


[Answer] We are advocating that the dialogue be suspended because it 











serves the political tactics of the Jordanian regime and hurts the 
Palestinian question and the Palestinian revolution. I believe that a 
number of groups share this opinion with us. We must stand with these 
same groups, ana specifically, we and our colleagues in the Fatah Move- 
ment, must pause to evaluate what happened in the past. Together, we must 
decide and discuss the need to suspend the dialogue. 


[Question] Ic is being said that the problem of the dialogue with Jordan 
is one of the principal reasons why the meeting of the Palestinian 
National Council was postponed. What do you think about this matter? 


[Answer] 1 do not think there are reasons that would keep the council 
from mecting, not even the question that you mentioned. This is because 
all the political circumstances make it necessary for the National 
Council to convene very soon. Therefore, any question that some people 
may consider to be delaying the meeting must be discussed in the prepara- 
tory sessions that precede convening the council. As a front, we support 
the program that has been approved, but we have prior and subsequent 
reservations on the dialogue with Jordan. Naturally we do take into con- 
sideration the new political developments. As a front also we are 
interested in the matter of achieving a minimum of national unity, and ve 
are basically interested in the organizational program that has been 
approved. This program stipulates that all the organizations, without | 
exception and especially the Executive Committee, are to be represented. 
The organizational program is very important. Any political program chat 
is agreed to remains ink on paper unless it is complemented by the organi- 
zational tool that must bring all the groups together and promote the 
unification of our actions in all directions. 


The Form and the Substance 


[Question] Percy, the man who is the candidate for the chairmanship 

of the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee has suggested the estab- 
lishment of a semi-autonomous Palestinian state. This suggestion is con- 
sistent with the proposals of the Israeli Labor Party. What do you think 
about these suggestions? Does this mean that there is a step towards 

a flexible settlement? 


[Answer] There is no big difference between the policy of the Labor 
Party or Begin's policy. Both are based on consolidating the Zionist 
presence and expanding it into the body of the Arab homeland. The Zionist 
entity is a spearhead in the hands of the United States. We are not 
interested in what the Labor Party or any other party proposes hecause 
[those proposals] cannot deviate from the objectives and plans of Zionist 
thought since they have the same origin. If there is some flexibility in 
the proposal compared to Begin, both policies do nevertheless point to 
the same context that is based on consolidating the Zionist presence in 
Palestine. We consider autonomy to be a major conspiracy against our 
people; therefore, we have resisted it, and our people in the occupied 
land have resisted it. The daily struggle of our people in the occupied 











tegions in the West Bank and Gaza is a striking expression of the 
people's determination to foil the conspiracy. 1 believe thac the future 
role of the Labor Party, if it succeeds [in the elections], will be that 
of coming to a full agreement with the Jordanian regime on representing 
the Palestinian people. Thus, they are all following the same plan. 


Tempting Proposals 


[Question] Don't these statements, with the temptations they present, 
constitute an incentive for some movements to take action in that 
direction? 


[Answer] When the autonomy conspiracy came out, no Palestinian dared 

to say yes to this conspiracy because our people will trample under their 
feet any Palestinian who collaborates [with the enemy]. 1 also do not 
believe that there is a Palestinian who would approve of a conspiracy 
that would consolidate the Zionist presence in Palestive. The individual 
opinions on the Palestinian scene, with some approving of a state and 
others not approving of it, remain mere individual opinions. And here 

I say that what we stated previously regarding the fact that the current 
nature of the balances of power will not lend itself to giving us a 
national, independent state--and this is what we had stated--is being 
reinforced now by the Zionist proposal and the current lU.S. sternness. 
The fact that we would actually get a national Palestinian state requires 
the institution of a change in the balance of powers. This state is to be 
the focal point of our persistent struggle for the establishment of our 
democratic state over all the soil of Palestine. 


A New Palestinian Party 


[Question] Those who lived in Palestine until 1948 decided to form their 
own political party. How would you view such a party if it were to be 
established, and will you cooperate with it? 


[Answer] We basically support the notion of establishing our democratic 
Palestinian state on all of Palestine. We do not say that we want to 
throw the Jews into the sea. This is a Fascist logic. Any party in 
Palestine that would be based on this statement and on these assumptions 
would be a good thing, but 1 do want to emphasize this: although I may be 
a good internationalist, I must primarily be a nationalist. We define our 
position on any party in Palestine that presents itself as a progressive 
or as a Marxist party on the basis of how closely or remotely it iden- 
tifies itself with our objective of establishing a secular democratic 
state in all of Palestine. 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


PROGRESSION OF ISLAM IN AFRICA DISCUSSED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 16 Jan 81 p 5S 
[Article by Paul Balta: "The Progression of Islam in Black Africa" ] 


[Text] The conversion--sincere or not--to Islam of several black chiefs of state in 
recent years, the interest aroused by the Iranian revolution among the Arab and Afri- 
can masses, the reactions to the plan to merge Libya and Chad, are a few examples 
illustrative of the expanding role played by that "religion that is conquering 
Africa,"' according to Vincent Monteil's expression”. 


Often based on evaluations and despite their inaccuracy, the demographic statistics 
nevertheless make it possible to get an idea of the progression of the Islamic phe- 
nomenon on the black continent. This continent has a little over 400 million inhab- 
itants, nearly half of whom are Muslims--some 85 million in white Africa and 100 mil- 
lion in black Africa. 


The density of the disciples of the Prophet Mohammed diminishes from north to south, 
on the continental scale as well as in most of the countries south of the Sahara. 
Except in Egypt, where the Coptics--Christians implanted also in Ethiopia and former- 
ly in Nubia--r-present a strong minority, the African peoples bordering the Mediter- 
ranean are almost 100-percent Muslims. Their co-religionists are clearly in the ma- 
jority in the states bordering on or neighbors of the Arab countries, especially in 
Somalia, Senegal, Gambia, Niger, Mali, the Sudan and Guinea, and they form powerful 
minorities in Ethiopia, Sierra Leone, Guinea-Bissau, Nigeria, Chad, Tanzania, Liber- 
ia, Upper Volta, the Ivory Coast and Cameroon. Farther south, their presence is weak 
where it was nonexistent 10 years ago. 


Less than a century after the death of Mohammed (632), Islam had made a violent 
breakthrough to the east, as far as the Valley of the Indus, and subsequently pro- 
gressed farther and, to the west, as far as Spain by way of the Maghrib, even reach- 
ing Poitiers temporarily (732). On the other hand, the penetration of black Africa 
was later, the horses of the Arab conquerors of the seventh century having been 

laid low by the tsetse fly. 





*"Black Islam, a Religion That is Conquering Africa." Ed. du Senil, 3rd edivion, 
Paris 1980, 476 pages. 
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Key: 


1. Muslim population percentages in 14. Guinea 
relation to total population in 15. Upper Volta 


black Africa 16. Cameroon 
2. Morocco 17. Central African Republic 
5. Tunisia 18. Somalia 
4. Algeria 19. Ivory Coast 
5. Libya 20. Equatorial Guinea 
6. Egypt 21. Uganda 
7. Mauritania 22. Tanzania 
8. Chad 23. Comoro Islands 
9. Sudan 24. Zambia 29. 41 to 60 percent 
10. Ethiopia 25. Namibia 30. 61 to 80 percent 
ll. Gambia 26. South Africa 31. Over 80 percent 
12. Guinea-Bissau 27. 0 to 20 percent 
13. Sierra Leone 26. 21 to 40 percent 











A Second Wind in the 19th Century 


It was the berber merchants who introduced the religion of the Koran into Mali, Niger 
and Chad between the 9th and 13th centuries, while the Moorish merchants and mara- 
bouts [Muslim holy men] were gaining followers in the region extending from Senegal 
to Ghana and Nigeria, where important Muslim kingdoms succeeded each other, Paradox- 
ically, Nubia (the Sudan), closer to Mecca, was not to be Islamized until the l4th 
century. 


After a pause of about 5 centuries--was the proslavery role played by the Arabs one 
of the cavses?--, Muslim proselytism found its second wind in the 19th century with 
remarkabi« preachers and theologians, often black, such as £1 Hadj Omar. Prom then 
on Chris ‘ity was presented as the religion of the European colonizers adopted by 
the elite, while Islam is presented as a religion to emancipate the Third World, of- 
fering a socio-cultural system well-adapted to the community life of the African 
masses. 


in the pivot states of the former French West Africa (AOF), such as Mali, Niger and 
Chad, the warlike nomads of the North (Arabs or Berbers, they consider themselves 
white regardless of the color of their skin) traditionally had the upper hand over 
the blacks of the South, Colonization put an end to this infeudation, the Prench re- 
lying on the “Southists," among whom they recruited the junior officers of the co- 
lonial administration, The latter, like former President Tombalbaye, for example, 
naturally fell heir to the power at independence. However, for che last 10 years 
the "Northists" having been moving in the direction of recovering their supremacy 

or reestablishing a certain equality. 


If Islam was and still is a lever for the emancipation of the peoples, it may also 
be, in the hands of certain leaders, an instrument of influence, even of hegemony. 
Nasser used it skillfully, but he lacked the financial means of Libya and Saudi 
Arabia, which engaged in a fierce battle to extend their zones of influence. 
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS CHIEF DETAILS FUTURE PLANS 


Kabul ANIS in Dari 27 Jan 81 p 3 


icle by Khoshnasib: Communications Activities Are Taking Place 
the through !@,200 Automatic and Semi-automatic Telephone Lines and 





t/ In regard to the nature of communications activities in the country and 





ir problems and future , ANTS’ held a conversation with 
the graduate in engineering, Mohammad Zarrin, te ications chief, amd’ this 
is presented to the be readers: 








Engineering graduate Mohammad Zarrin, telecommuinications chief of the Ministry 
of Communications, stated in response to the first question: 


“Construction of telephone projects is an important activity an! requires a great 
deal of time; therefore, to the extent that technical resources are feasible, 

the Telecammunications Department has ani is performing the duty of providing 
our noble people's communications links, as well as those for the diplamatic 
tives redising in Kabul and eleewhere on the domestic an! interna- 
tional levels. Por example, we can say that in the course of a year it has car- 
ried out 27,860 international communications, 174,532 provincial telephone con- 
versations, 24,904 international telex communications, 136,215 international cable 
cammunications ard 123,940 internal te cammunications. These communi - 











legraph 
cations, in addition to canmmunications inside towns ani sections, are by auto- 








“The domestic communications organization activities are carried out on 17,200 
automatic lines, about 8,000 switchboard lines ani 9,000 semi-autamtic tele- 
this total, 13,200 automatic lines are in the city of Kabul 
the provinces of our beloved country.” 


of the telephone lines in the new municipal projects, especially in the Kheyrkhaneh 

Mineh project which involves the biggest number of people, he stated: 

subject had previously been conveyed to the hearing of our beloved cam 
adi 


© and , the Ministry of Communications, realizing 
responsibility, and feeling the need for telephones, as well as the fact that the 


12 








e not adequate, has, like other government organizations, made 
provision in its 5-year plan for two new systems and the expansion of the two 
an overall capacity of 8,000 Lines just in the city of 


existing lines ar 


: 
z 
3 
; 
& 
¢ 


total, 1,800 lines are in 
the construction of one tem has been 

been talled — that is, I can say that approximately 
95 percent of the work on the system has been completed, although the equipment 
which was purchased abroad has still not arrived because of saw factors. Of 
course, after it has arrived measures will be taken to install it and the equip- 
ment will start Spake. One must say that we have sufficient information 
the 





these telephones of necessity canr..t operate over long distances. Therefore when 
the autamatic system of Kheyrkhaneh goes into operation the number of pay tele- 
phones will also increase.” 


In conclusion, in reply to a question "What plans do you have in the future for 
expanding telephone systems?" the engineering graduate Mohammad Zarrin stated: 


"In general, the construction of microwave stations fram Turkham to Eslam 
Qal'eh ar from Heyratan to Khust is an important part of the future plan; 

not only will that provide broad cammnications resources, it will also provide 
for television boradcasting, and, with the campletion of this project, the noble 
people of our beloved country will benefit fram television broadcasting through- 


out the country. 


“The construction of new automatic equipment in the towns of Jalalabad, Kondoz, 
Pol-e Khomri, Charikar, Ghazni, Sheborghan, Gardiz, Lashkargah and so forth, 

as well as the expansion of the automatic systems in Kandahar, Herat and Mazar-e 
Sharif, the extension of basic new telephone lines in the districts ani sub- 
districts, the completion of a telephone line between Kabul and Herat via the 
north of the country, completion of the big cammunication construction in the 
center of the town of Kabul with all modern communications equipment, and con- 
struction of a ground station to provide communications and television link by 
satellite are among the basic projects of the Minstry of Cammunications.” 
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ALGERIA 


GOVERNMENT TO GIVE MORE ACTIVIST DIRECTION TO DIPLOMACY 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 25 Dec 80 pp 1, 5 
[Article: “Toward an Ever More Active Diplomacy") 


[Text] The cabinet, meeting under the direction of President Chadli Bendjedid, has 
examined the activity of Algeria in the international field, in the light of the 
report presented by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


It is appropriate to note in this regard that during the year just ending the 
activity of our country in the foreign field has always constituted the natural 
extension of its internal choices, Its political determination and its pragmatic 
attitude have made it possible to give our country a choice position on the inter- 
national scene, 


As an integral part of the Arab world, our country has tightened and developed its 
relations with the Arab and African countries. It has strengthened its contacts 
with the African countries and at the same time has actively supported the struggle 
of those peoples still under colonial domination. Its policy of solidarity with 

the countries of Asia and Latin America has been defined precisely and even in terms 
of its long-term objectives, The role of our country was crowned with the refusal 
of all interference, the rejection of bloc policy, and solidarity with the national 
liberation movements. This year Algeria as an Islamic country participated actively 
in the work of the Islamic Conference. Finally, Algeria is working constantly for 
the establishment of a new international economic order. 


A reaffirmation of our Arab, African, and nonalined vocation in the international 
arena and the development and increase of cur bilateral cultural and commercial 
exchanges: that is how the foreign policy vf our country can be described. 


In the framework of cooperation with the other Arab countries, our country has 
directed its action toward support for the resistance of the Palestinian people, 
just as it has provided political and material support for the other Arab peoples 
who are facing Zionist aggression. 


Within the Arab League multilateral Arab relationships have been followed with great 
attention by our country. Algeria has supported certain important measures with a 
view to strengthening the unity of the Arab peoples. 
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On this subject, it is appropriate to underline that the increased participation of 
eur country in all activities of the institutions and organs linked to the Arab 
League has permitted Algeria to consolidate its place within the Arab nation, Our 
contribution to the numerous meetings devoted to economic, social, and cultural 
questions well illustrates this desire for renewal on the part of our country and 
for growth of a world and a civilization to which it belongs, 


In terme of inter-Maghreb relations-<in particular with Libya and Tunisia--Alger‘s 
has made no less an effort to favor economic, cultural, and scientific cooperation, 
in harmony with the common aspirations of the peoples concerned, 


On the African scene our country hase deployed an essential part of ite efforte with 
a view to strengthening ite relations with all the peoples of our continent, 


New bases for cooperation have been established in different areas, accompanied by 
trade, visite of delegations, creation of joint commissions, and commitmente to 
cooperate with a view to realizing in common many economic projects in Africa. 
These exemplary relationships have stimulated initiatives aimed at accelerating the 
process of liberation of the African peoples from colonial and racial domination. 


Elsewhere, the OAU has recorded numerous successes for the benefit of our continent, 
The question of the admission into the OAU of the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic 
this year dominated the simultaneous meetings in Freetown of the Council of 
Ministers and the 17th conference of chiefs of state and of government of the 
organization. 


Like other countries that love peace and justice, Algeria rejoices at the positive 
evolution of the question of the Western Sahara, notably within the OAU, 


The OAU ad hoc committee on the Western Sahara was later to reiterate the need to 
organize a just and general referendum in the Western Sahara, To this end it 
recommended the creation of a United Nations peacekeeping force and the undertaking 
by the OAU, with the assistance of the United Nations, of the process of organization 
and conduct of the referendum. The United Nations, by a large majority, did not 
fail to vote a resolution in this sense. 


Algeria has also participated closely in all specialized meetings of the OAU, always 
with the purpose of remedying injustices, eliminating tensions, ruling out foreign 
interference and cupidity, and doing justice to proper socioeconomic claims, 


It was in this sense that our country participated in the work of the Committee of 
19, charged with assistance to the frontline countries. 


Parallel to these activities, our country has strengthened its relations with the 
countries of Asia and Latin America. In Asia it has done so particularly with India, 
Iran, Pakistan, and Vietnam, recording a net improvement in all areas, and this has 
been put in concrete form with the signing of numerous agreements. In Latin 
America, beyond Cuba and Brazil, with whom we have relations of real importance, 

the possibility must also be noted of strengthening our relations in particular 

with Venezuela, Argentina, Mexico, and Peru. 
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Naturally concerned by the probleme of the European world and inapired by the same 
motives which guide ite action in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, our country has 
worked actively to consolidate firet of all our relations with the socialist countries, 
Thies kind of action has been carried on at the level of the party ae well aa the 

level of the state, Elsewhere, agreements signed ducing the course of this year 

made it possible to concentrate our efforts in areas of priority for the develop- 

ment of our country, 





For example, with Cuba, which has had a sustained relationship with Algeria, the 
emphasis has been placed on integrated projects and contracts programmed in the area 
of housing construction, building dams and drilling welle, research on raw materials, 
development of land, and on professional training of technical personnel. This 
economic cooperation has always been in the image of healthy and concrete political 
relationships developed wich the other forces of progress and democracy in the world. 


In adcition, many meetings of joint committees have been held with high-level 
representatives of the socialist countries which are friends of Algeria, notably 
the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, and Hungary. During the 
year Algeria welcomed numerous delegations coming from these countries, with which 
we have worked together, with a view to improving cooperation for the benefit of 
our peoples. 


On the other hand, the foreign policy of our country sought grounds for cooperation 
with all countries which respect our choices made in the internal and external field, 
Thus, our country has developed relationships of all kinds, in particular with the 
nonalined countries and also with other countries such as Sweden, Austria, Canada, 
and Norway. 


Regarding Franco-Algerian relations, the year 1980 constituted a stage of maturation 
after the visit of our minister of foreign affairs to Paris. Discussions held there 
led to an exchange of letters, one of which referred to emigration and filled out 
the agreement of 1968. A social security agreement was also signed in Paris between 
the two countries, 


This framework of cooperation with Algeria has been expanded to other countries. 

Trade and the conclusion of bilateral agreements illustrate this will on the part 
of our country to reactivate existing cooperation with other countries, on other 

continents. 


During these stages which have marked our foreign policy Algeria has contributed 

to the development of the new international economic order, which alone can guarantee 
the democratization of international economic relations, favor an equitable division 
of the resources and the fruits of the world economy. In this spirit Algeria has 
raised the idea of global negotiations, which was supported by the summit meeting 

of the nonalined countries and accepted by the General Assembly of the United 

Nations in 1979, 


In this way Algeria has made its contribution to bring out, both at the llth 
extraordinary session of the United Nations and at the ministerial meeting in 
Vienna, the general lines of common action with a view to permitting the developing 
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countries to organize themselves to eliminate the inequalities which hamper free 
and beneficial cooperation among all nations, The efforts made by our country have 
alwaye tended to create favorable conditions for a readjustment of international 
relations in both the political and economic areas, 


It ie in thie way that the diplomati. activity of Algeria in the international 


arena has been pursued and developed continually, It is in this direction that 
the chief of state has renewed hie directives, 
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ALGERIA 


PRESIDENT DISCUSSES ROLE OF INFOR!:ATION MEDIA, OTHER TOPICS 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 26, 27 Dec 80 p 1 


[Article by K.B.: "Toward an Objective, Responsible, and Constructive Information 
Media" ] 


[Text] The improvement of the political, economic, and social climate in Algeria 
is well under way. It will not end until our objectives are attained. 


What are these objectives and what is the nature of this intimate conviction which 
we have shared with the president of Algeria after 3 hours of interviews where all 
subjects were raised, without leaving anything of such nature as to constitute a 

shady area or which could be considered to be a “reserved area" for the president? 


The journalists present at the interview no doubt were all sensitive to the fact 
that the president, who is also secretary general of the FLN, was receiving them for 
the second time since his election and more particularly during a very active period. 
That is, on the eve of the commemoration of the death of the late lamented Houari 
Boumedienne, who was honored on several occasions during the interview. It was 

also at a time when concrete proof is being given that the commitments of President 
Chadli to the fourth congress to apply the constitution are being realized steadily. 
All this is in conformity with the confidence which the masses of the people place 

in the Algerian revolution and the leadership of the country. Finally, the president 
was involved in preparations for the forthcoming session of the Central Committee 

of the FLN, 


On the basis of all the evidence, the chief of state, who discussed with us questions 
of interest to the nation in the internal and external fields, spoke in language 
identical to that which we heard immediately follcwing his election. In fact, this 
expression of indulgence and this sense, in all things, of pace and intelligence 
also showed the features of a statesman who has a profound awareness of the 
responsibilities which weigh on his shoulders. The delecate stage of the present 
situation did not appear to disturb him. He is determined to assume his duties in 

a sense of full responsibility and with the courage which the circumstances demand. 


Holding his ground for 3 hours, under a barrage of questions which were not always 
delicately put in the sense of the protocol required, this is not a kind of ideal 
situation, even for a chief of state. Consonant with the rapid pace of questions 
asked, without restrictions, by the journalists, the president gave testimony to a 
remarkable capacity for analysis and an understanding of the problems of the hour 
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and the future of the revolution, Frankness was the order of the day, at the 
request of President Chadli himself, His conception of the problems raised was at 
times astonishing for his breadth of views and the promise which they contained for 
the national press, 


"Our people know what they want and in what direction they wish to go. I have no 
particular commitments to anyone other than this people before whom I swore to work 
for the materialization of their aspirations for progress, along the line which we 
follow together: the constitution and the ideology of the FLN Party, Nothing can 
make us deviate trom the choices of the revolution of 1 November, nor halt a 
process which will go forward progressively but surely." 


Regarding information? His responsibility is a heavy one. The conception which 
the president holds of the role of information is the following: We do not ask the 
information media to be the "voice" of the government, nor even to be an instrument 
of the regime, Our personal analysis is that the principles of the constitution and 
the democratic debate of the extraordinary congress of the FLN impose on the infor- 
mation media only faithfulness to the principles of the Algerian revolution. 
According to the staff of the president, we had just encountered there a feature 
which few informed people know regarding his character: a small, unfamiliar state- 
ment made in all simplicity in the middle of a speech or of a conversation and 
which, after all, constitutes a whole program. 


The objectives pursued are therefore clear, despite the sterile agitation and the 
confusion generated around decisions with a political bearing made by the president 
in accordance with resolutions of the Central Committee, around clearing up financial 
accounts in the state sector of the economy, around the restructuring of enterprises 
whose strategic character should be apparent to everyone, around the process of 
making the institutions of the country responsible to the people (APN, court of 
accounts, etc), around all of the officials of the government, patriotic and full of 
integrity, and finally around all the social forces of the revolution which are 
engaged at present in a crucial stage of its development. 


To assume in solidarity, far from any demagogy, with courage and responsibility, the 
past and the revolutionary demands of the moment; or else to entrench oneself in 
ecstatic observation of the present, while living in the past, and that can then 
imply all sorts of renunciations, beginning with the fundamental choices of the 
country. "A revolution which does not correct itself does not advance." In the 
present state of things, and on the basis of an evaluation in which all the active 
forces of the nation have participated, methods and principles of action dominate 
the political and economic life of the institutions, as well as the structures of 
management and of production. This in a spirit of continuity in the work of social 
construction and the clearness of mind which supposes respect for democratic and 
essential planning activity; this in a climate of national unity which nothing 
could affect, because, “the revolution is strong enough to break all those who seek 
to divide its ranks and to disperse its human potentialities." 


The president had occasion to make clear his concept of the control function, in the 
context of the laws and the institutions. He gave as an example the recent debates 
which the report of the committee of inquiry into the contract between SONATRACH 
and "El Paso Gas Company" raised at the plenary session of the National People's 
Assembly prior to its adoption. 
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In this regard the perspectives opened in terms of the role of the information media 
are no less great, As long as the right of the citizen to information is something 
sacred, so also must be the access of the journalist to sources of information, 


When the highest authority of the country is at ease on this question, there will 
henceforward be no justification for practices such as "Authorization," sreas where 
some people act as trustees for the people, delays in receiving journalists, and 
other attitudes tainted with suspicion which are hardly of a nature to favor infor- 
mation media which are objective, responsible, and constructive, 


The themes discussed with the president give an idea of the richness of the debate 
and the force of the ideas which emerge from the action approved by the chief of 
state for the life of the country during the past 2 years: 


--Justice: the issues come out. Justice follows its course in complete liberty. 
No one can interfere in its operations, whatever his rank or capacity. The improve- 
ment in the functioning of the system of justice will be pursued until completed. 
Responsible officials at all levels, including administrators and workers, have an 
exceptional opportunity to restore the natural order of things with discipline and 
respect for the laws and to provide a decisive impetus to a new, qualitative spirit 
in socialist construction, 


--Officials and Party Members: Algeria fortunately has a majority of officials and 
party members who have worked with courage and must continue to do so for the good 
of the revolution and the country, It is necessary to fight against laxity in the 
performance of duty, the spirit of waiting for someone else to do the job, and 
marginal activities tending to spread doubt and confusion. 


--Traditions of the State: The state must have its own traditions, encouraging the 
deserving and protecting those who have served it in the past. 


--Islam: Religion belongs to the Algerian people of all categories and is not the 
monopoly of “enlightened" people who turn it to political advantage at the mercy of 
passing circumstances and political ambitions. The average Algerian has no complexes 
in this regard, 


--Light Industry: This is a strategic objective aimed at meeting the needs of our 
citizens and reducing dependence for food and other products. From this follows 

the restructuring of enterprises, as well as their effective decentralization in 
such fashion as to improve their management and insure balanced development through- 
out the country. 


--Demography: It is necessary to control population growth, while having a precise 
and evolving knowledge of human potentialities. 


--State Property: Easing all bureaucratic constraints on housing, land to build on, 
and administrative procedures, The state, by itself, cannot objectively satisfy 

all its citizens. For its part the government construction program will be carried 
out. 
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--Foreign Policy: "The big powers are too big for us," (laughter from the audience) 
but Algeria will always remain involved and without change in its principles, on 

the side of just causes and demading within the no.alined movement and internationa) 
bodies a new international economic order. "We do not have policies that depend on 
circumstances," said the president. The principles of our revolution and the 
interests of the country guide us, 


The extremely relaxed conversation ended on the need to hold other meetings. 
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TRAN 


CHAOTIC CONDITIONS CALLED ‘ARTIFICIAL INSECURITY' 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 18 Jan 61 p 12 


[Text] Prom the day that our Ielamic revolution triumphed in thie land, it hae 
been faced with various enemies, One of these enemies was artificial “insecurity” 
which, hidden in the folds of other sworn foreign and domestic enemies, less 
frequently came into view. In Bahman 1357 [21 January - 19 Pebruary 1979] while 
revolutionary people were occupied with capturing military bases, a group of felons 
and thieves with long records who had escaped from prison struggled to obtain a 
share of their own within society. It was clear that thie group's attack on the 
arsenals at the side of the revolutionary people was not in order to defend the 
revolution nor to struggle against its enemies, Rather, their attack was aimed 
solely at striking blows against the revolution, intimidating the people and 
creating insecurity in the cities and on the highways. 


For the past two years there has not been a day that some news about thie type of 
felon, particularly on the highways of the west and north-east of the country, was 
not found in the newspapers. Doubtless, this type of felon, whose real occupation 
is sticking a knife in one's back, has repeatedly been arrested and brought to 
justice according to existing laws. 


However, the blow which the thieves and criminals “inside” the cities have inflicted 
on the people's morale and the order of the Republic has been more severe than that 
of the first group of thieves. In reality they are playing with the reputation and 
credibility of the I[elamic Republic and ite various institutions. This is because 
the cities are the centers and headquarters of the various judicial and executive 
institutions, and thus if robbery, murder, assassination and assault continue in 

the cities, it will lead to the people's lack of confidence in the aforementioned 
institutions, institutions which in their totality are considered the manifestation 
of the Islamic republic. 


We have not forgotten that in the first months of the revolution the extent of 
insecurity was vast, but fortunately the high level of this kind of corruption was 
reduced when the Komitehs, the Revolutionary Guards and other institutions set to 
work. Nevertheless, the terrifying memories of the crimes of groups like "Forgan" 
or the murderers called “The Shahin Group" who committed murders on the highways 
have not yet been erased. To a greater or lesser extent we were faced with the 
same kind of crime in other cities. 
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llowever, resisting and combatting the plots of foreign and domestic enemies in some 
instances made it impossible for the Ielamic republic to decisively crush thie type 
of saboteur, Nevertheless, since the aforementioned plunderere and saboteurs are a 
part of the enemy's fifth colum, the decisiveness which the courte have exhibited 
since the beginning of the war has reduced their activities, 


Despite this, from time to time the efforte of the Revolutionary Guards, or detectives 
or the municipal police reveal the existence of the unfortunate leftovers of these 
groupe. Although the matter may seemingly have little significance, the psycho= 
logical effects of their actions permit firmness and severity of action, 


A few days ago the Central Komiteh of the ILelamic Revolution announced that three 
thieves armed with handguns who had been robbing and killing on the Tehran roade 
had been trapped, The Komiteh added that the arrest of the aforementioned group of 
felons had revealed secrets of horrible crimes which would be released to the public 
upon clarification of details, The Komiteh therefore requested people who had in 
any war been victima of robbery or assault on the roade around the city to report 
their views and information, 


As we know, “armed” thieves will be punished by death, even if they have not killed 
anyone, In wartime conditione, while Iranian people from the farthest-flung pointe 
are sacrificing their own blood to help the fight against the aggressor enemy, the 
existence of such criminals can have no other results than aiding the enemy, 
weakening the people's morale, providing material for domestic rumormongers, and 
nourishing the enemy's radios, Therefore it is fitting that in such circumstances 
not only armed groups of plunderers and saboteurs be severely punished according to 
martial law, but those persons who in some way take advantage of the dark of night, 
and by trespassing and violating people's homes and property, serve to frighten 

and intimidate them, should also be punished according to martial law. This is 
because, as we pointed out above, they are wittingly or unwittingly an element of 
the enemy's fifth column operating behind the front lines, and our victory of the 
front against the infidel enemy will not be possible without consolidating the 
domestic front and cleansing the fifth column from it, 
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NATIONAL FRONT PAPER BLAMES RAJA'I FOR GOVERMENT TLLAGALITIES, 
Tehran PEYAM-E JABHE-YE MELLI in Persian 1) Jan 81 pp 1, 2 


Hereby Protests against the Tyrannical Method of 
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a notice by 
Raja'i's fitness to continue 





Mr Raja'i, who treats all the disturbance and chaos 
tical, social ard econcmic jurisdictions with total 


responsibility; 


Mr Raja'i who ignores all this criticiam and these attacks ani opposition stands 
by various organizations, groups and classes of the peop 
duct of his goverrment; 


Mr Raja'i, who easily glosses over acts of theft, violations, blatant violations 
in opposition to the constitution and other national laws ani decrees, the lack 
of security, injustices and the like; 


Mr Raja'i, who, after 4 months of goverrment, although benefiting fram all 
sources and in spite of many criticiams still has not managed to present a 
gram for the problems of the country which could be carried out but has consigned 
his basic responsibility in this important matter to oblivion; 


How can such a Mr Raja'i, who shows such a reaction to a simple recommendation 
that he resign from a position which he does not possess the fitness to hold, 
resort to preventing the distribution of the newspaper PEYAM-F JABHE-YF MELLI 
by unlawful means ani ways? 


Mr Raja'i, who considers himself to have came from the deprived, downtrodden class, 
after entering the seat of power, especially the position of the premiership, 

has lost all the characteristics cf a person who has risen fram the masses of 

the people. 


j 
; 


Mr Raja'i must realize that today he has taken a position among a group which has 
put all legal principles ani moral rules to the side in order to preserve the 
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be 
to be safe fram the onslaughts of the big powers because the danger 
more intrigues or conspiracies, We declare that until 
social justice is established throughout the universe — which is not foreseeable 









Therefore, if, at time, the r 
freedans are to be p to the 
plementation of the law is to be suspended 
and the fact that the country's position i 







The National Front of Iran ew declares, 
concern for the rights and political an! soci 
nificant portion of which have been set forth 
of the regime of the Islamic Republic of Iran -— not only will not weaken the 
country's position in the face of intriques against the be 

foreign, or international, but that concern for the 

element which makes it possible for all the power of 


> Gass Sees So Cay Sy ee ee ae 
Classes to became aware of the problems of society and to fy 
benefits. 


Though the monopolistic and power-seeking elements still can attract groups by 
exploiting the religious feelings of groups of the people, sooner or later, when 
the true face of these elements becames apparent, the entire nation will place 
the hand of rejection upon the chest of those protecting tyranny. 


No aware nation can ever do without its rights and freedoms or can ever disarm 
itself in the face of attack anid contempt from its various enemies. 
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‘FRENCH COLONIALISM’ SAID TO BE SIDING WITH SADDAM 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 22 Jan 81 p 16 


(Article by Hesameddin Emami; "Political Analysis of the Day: French Colonialiam 
On Saddam's Side"7 


Among the false "glories" of French colonialism was the claim i* made that 
t French " arc] culture" above other weapons in influencing other 
advanced countries as contrasted with English ard other colonialists. It 
is perhaps for this reason that same French cultural institutions still are 
active in the countries which have became Liberated from French colonialsim. In 





Nonetheless, contrary to the views of pol 

“cultural influence” has not kept countries like Chad from putting the last 

areas of their relations with France to the side 
uni 


cord and division among several groups wi 
culture ard language,” in the face of the national language, customs and mores, 
is one of these tools for sowing dissension. People who have spent years under 
the daminace of the colonial language and culture are not easily prepared 

la 


believe that without the presence of the West, ard without dependence on the 
“culture and civilization of the West" 
not be able to keep on living. No one 
but the westernized people and people 
horse" out of specialization in order 











Now picture the state of the people in the French colonies following independence. 
France, especially because of the leftover followers of its “civilization ani 
culture" in Algeria, Moroceo, Tunisia and other African colonies, was freed of its 
bonds and drew all its personnel aut of these areas immediately upon independence 
on the pretext that “there was no security,” in order to destroy the newly formed, 
newly arising organizations in these countries and bring home to the the 
value and importance of "specialists" (of course in the Western sense) . 


ain, none of these obnoxious preparations an’ conspiracies kept the former 
"rench colonies fram advancing on the road to independence, arm! the campletion 
and consummation of it. Now the situation has reached the point where French 
Culture and language, and the manifestations of westerniza which were its 
concani tant elements, have now been packed an’) sent fran those colonies, 
ard even Beirut, which for a long time was considered focus of the influence 
and vanguard of French culture in the Middle East, has abandoned France. 


Nonetheless, no matter what door ialian may be driven out of, it comes 
back in through another door. After the decade of the 1960's, France, in order 
to regain its influence ani power, participated in the campeti- 
tion which the other big and anal) had started to restore their influence 
in the countries of the third world, especially countries which had previously 
been colonies; this campetition was nothing more than the “arms race!" The market 
for arms is active when there is a “war.” Therefore, the West, before al) else, 
has kept former colonial areas “disturbed an‘ unstable" on purpose, ani alongside 
that, cold war has also kept up its propacaria so that it would be able to keep 
the arms market active and as a cOnsequence preserve its satanic influence 

in the disturbed, turbulent atmosphere. 


Although among the arms which France has brought into the field in this contest 
we are familiar only with the “mirage;" one must realize that for the past 20 
years France has always been the third producer of arms or, in other words, 
the third active participant in the arms race or the race to “regain influence" 
in the various areas of the world, especially the Middle East after America 
and the Soviet Union. 


Until Gen DeGaulle became the leader of France, because of the claims which it 
made regarding the “nationaliam" of France and Paris' “special” role in in- 
ternational games, France to some extent carried out the arms race behind the 
curtain; wherever such activity was in contradiction with the published de- 
clarations of the United States, it suspended it. We have not forgotten that 
the first time Israel bombed Beirut airport on same pretext 10 years go, DeGaulle 
suspended shipments of French warships to that regime, in circumstances where 
Prance was bound co continue them in accordance with the laws of commerce and 
international agreements. However, DeGaulle's successors, who considered them- 
arms 











selves no longer bound to the criteria of French "Gaullisn,” 
niceties of international relations underfoot in favor of the " 
toration of their influence in the countries of the third world). 


Sending arms and dispatching soldiers and cammandoes to the countries around Chad, 
Open and obvious intervention in Morocoo's wars against Polisario, giving arms to 
its sympathizers in the Liberated colonies, all show aspects of Paris' haste not 
to fall behind others. 











However, it may perhaps be said that on no subject has France trampled on 
surface shame and modesty, or so to speak “diplomatic etiquette,” to the ex- 
tent it has in Iraq's war against Iran. For years France has wanted to work 
ite way into Iraq, but could not campete with Soviet influence and cheap arm 
from that country. The continuation of Iraq's war against Iran and Moscow's 
particular political observations and equations regarding its relations with 
Iran opened the field for France's participation in the Iraq arms market. 
“Tariq ‘Agiz," the aide of "Saddam," who traveled to Moscow early on in Iraq's 
aggression and returned disappointed went to France and in a visit with Giscard 
D'Estaing managed to draw his ageement to the acquisition of French weapons in 
place of Russian ones. Following that, he made a further trip to France, and 
the traffic of military delegations between the two countries continued. 


The result of this gam is that France has become prepared to sen! various 
missiles and a series of jet fighters to Iraq, am! "Saddam" has prowlly de- 
Clared that from now on Iraq's targets will not be defenseless against Iran's 
planes. 


An Iranian maxim says, "The thief wants a disturbed market!" Colonialiam also 
is linked to the disruption, destabilization and disturbarce of conditions in 
various countries so that it can make its arms market active and consolidate 

or restore its satanic influence. Giving scope to fugitives fran and people 
opposed to the regime of the republic of Iran on French soil and giving "Saddam" 
arms constitute part of the basic line of Prench colonial policy and are not 


separate fran that country's foreign policy. 
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MOJAHEDIN-E KHALQ ACTIVITIES AT SCHOOLS DETAILED 
Tehran JAHANGARD in Persian 22-29 Dec 80 pp 1, 2, 7 


fRreicte: "The Mojahedin-E Khalq Organization and the Clashes in the Schools and on 
Caspian Coast” 


{Text/ In the past few weeks, internal clashes which had perceptibly decreased af- 
ter the start of Iraq's war with Iran (except in ordestan), once again became in- 
flamed through incidents which occurred in some towns in northern Iran and some 
_. The focus of almost all these clashes was the Mojahedin-e Khalq organiza- 
tion. 


The new clashes are a repetition of the clashes during the time the Mojahedin-e Khalq 
organization was very active. The latest clashes are simultaneous with the renewal 

and intensification of this organization's activities following some months of silence. 
What is different from the past, however, and adds to the probability that these clash- 
es will become intense, is the new position of the Mojahedin-e Khalq organization. A- 
round the end of June of last year it first suspended the distribution of its organ, 
MOJAHED, declaring that the reason for that was to give its officials the opportunity 
to seek a solution to decide on determining their duties and clarify ways of continu- 
ing their activity. After some months of extensive promotion and promotion of the 
es views through groups of members and partisans along the sidewalks, they 
rolled up the carpets on which they were selling books and publications with the start 
of the war, and turned to activity on the fringes of the war. 


During this period, after the suspension of MOJAHED, the Mojahedin-e Khalq organiza- 
tion published just two exceptional issues and approximately two issues bearing on 
the trial of Se'adati. One of the two exceptional issues contained documents and 

the full text of a press conference by two members of the organization's leadership 
staff in response to the accusation of participating in the coup d'etat; the second 
issue contained evidence, documents and reports dealing with their effective parti- 
cipation at and behind the front, in response to the charge that the Mojahedin were 
not participating in the war against the hirelings of the Ba'th of Iraq and were spy- 
ing for Iraq. 


The shift in the orientation of the Mojahedin-e Khalq organization appeared right af- 
ter the trial of Mohammad Reza Se'adati on the charge of spying for the Soviet Union 
and his sentencing to 15 years' imprisonment in a jail outside the capital. This or- 
ganization, which in spite of the pressures brought to bear on it, tried in the past 
to show that it was bound to the laws in being, so that it would have the ability to 
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act openly and legally, smashed the framework of the officials' orders this time and 
rose up in opposition to then. 


Issue 99 of this organization's organ, MOJAHED, was published 2 weeks ago. The sub- 
ject matter of this issue shows that his organization has gone beyond the limits of 
convention and discourse with individuals and groups that are opposed to it and has 
sharpened the sword of direct attack. However, none of these subjects are as impor- 
tant as the very publica on of this periodical. On the first page, in a reference 

to the reasons for the suspension and resumption of MOJAHED it was written that they 
had decided to publish their periodical on a regular basis as far as possible. 

In the past, they always stuck close to the official and legal authorities with the 
objective of expressing grievances and demanding justice, although no results ever 
accrued from these acts, they attempted to influence the course of the law by apply- 
ing pressure. However, after the trial of Mohammad Reza Se'adati, which provoked 
their protests, and the issuance of a verdict of condemnation by the court, the first 
gleams of disregard for the verdicts issued appeared in the Mojahedin-e Khalq organi- 
zation, which had previously intensely refrained from showing it. The Islamic Re- 
volutionary Court declared that the members of the leadership staff of the Mojahedin-e 
Khalq organization were included in the accusation of espionage made against Mohammad 
Rez Se'adati and, issuing a verdict prosecuting them, warned that they should pr«sent 
themselves as quickly as possible to the of*ice of the revolutionary public prosecutor. 
However, the leadership staff of the organization, protesting against this verdict, re- 
frained from presenting themselves to the office of the public prosecutor. Prior to 
that, the Mojahedin-e Khalq organization had also protested against a verdict by the 
office of the Abadan revolutionary public prosecutor bearing on the expulsion of the 
mojahedin from the battlefronts in that city and did not accept that either. 


In spite of the fact that it was declared illegal, a declaration which was made at the 
the same time as the trial of Se'adati by the office of the revolutionary public pro- 
secutor, the resumption of the publication of the MOJAHED periodical, gave a more 
specific appearance to the shift in the new positions of this organization. It is 
clear that with this new position there was from the veginning the probability that 
many clashes would occur. Attacks were made on many of the publication's vendors, 
copies were torn up, scattered clashes occurred between vendors of the publication 
and the organization's sympathizers and groups opposed to it, and in a few occasions 
these ended with injury to both parties and the arrest of the vendors of MOJAHED. 

As usual, the officials of the committees and the guards were also dragged in and 
once again their role at the time of the clashes where the Mojahedin organization 

was the focus of the encounter was raised. The political reporter of the newspaper 
ENQELAB-E ESLAMI, in an article title “Account of a Street Trial!" (ENQELAB-E 
ESLAWMI, 8 December), described the course of one of these clashes, which resulted 

in injury to a young vendor of MOJAHED, and even though he strove after a fashion 
not to be accused of siding with the mojahedin and even to show himself sympathetic 
to the guards, he counselled the guards to observe Islamic morality. In spite of 
this, as in the past, the Mojahedin-e Khalq organization accused the guards of taking 
a stand and acting against it in the course of the clashes, and the guards, although 
not hiding their opposition to them, claimed that in these incidents their only role 
was that of an intermediary to put an end to the clashes. 


The episodes in the towns on the Caspian in the past weeks were the first reaction to 
the new position of the Mojahedin-e Khalq organization and appeared with the renewal 
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of broad activity of the part of organization members and sympathizers. These acti- 
vities, which seem to be a sort of protest reaction against the sentencing of Mohammad 
Reza Se'adati and the prosecution of the leadership staff of the organization, have, 
as always, provoked opposition. 


By the description of the newspaper ENQELAB-E ESLAMI (Saturday 6 Necember), the first 
clashes occurred in the town of Amol between members of the Islamic Society of Qadi, 

a section of that town, and the Mojahedin-e Khalq. Each party places responsibility 
for starting the clash, which resulted in injury to several people, with the other. 
The next morning, a group of families sympathettc to the organization staged a sit in 
in the confines of the office of the governor of Amol in protest. The same newspaper 
wrote that one of the members of the Islamic society said "They are infidels, and it 
is permissible to kill an infidel." Although the sit-in ended by request of the gov- 
ernor, another clash occurred in the same place and one person was killed, 117 injured 
and a number of people arrested (same source). The commander of the Amol army of 
guards (same source) said that "We reached the site of the incident at a time when the 
fighting had started and we tried to settle the matter, but the partisans of the Moja- 
hedin-e Khalq threw rocks at members of the guards. However, 2 days later (Monday 8 
December) the newspaper ENQELAB-E ESLAMI published the preferring of charges by the 
Federation of Islamic Societies of Amol Nistrict against a Tehran afternoon newspaper, 
of which there is only ENQELAB-E ESLAMI, which denied part of this newspaper's report 
on the Amol clashes. 


In a report on the Amol incidents, KEYHAN (Monday 8 December) wrote that a committee 
assigned to investigate the clashes in that town declared that the losses were two 
killed and 100 wounded. In the course of these events, the governor of Amol was ac- 
cused of sympathizing with the Mojahedin-e Khalq anc KEYHAN wrote, in his words, that 
the head of the Islamic taxi-owners' cooperative of Amos had defaced his picture for 
that reason. Seqatol-eslam Dashti, the person in charge of the army of guards of Amol, 
also (same source) stated that a number of official figures in that town were involved 
with Mojahedin-e Khalq sympathizers and actually considered the governor of Amos re- 
sponsible for the events. In the course of these events, the Friday emam 

of Amol, in a declaration, prohibited unofficial persons from attacking homes and ar- 
resting persons. KEYHAN (8 December) wrote, in the words of one of the officials of 
Amol hospital, that "the hospitals have no immunity either to attack from people wield- 
ing clubs." 


Another bloody clash occurred in the towns of Rudsar and Lahijan between the Mojahedin- 
e Khalq and their adversaries and the Army of Guards. The clash started in the section 
of Shalman and Khalif, a section of Rudsar, over the writing of Mojahedin-e Khalq slo- 
gans on walls and an attack on the mojahedin by opponents, and concluded with the in- 
tervention of the Army of Guards (ENQELAB-E ESLAMI, Tuesday 9 December). As reported 
by MIZAN newspaper (the same day), a major cause of this clash was related to the Moja- 
hedin-e Khalq's activity in the village of Khalilabad; their clash with the members of 
the guards became aggravated and 22 persons were wounded. By the report of the same 
newspaper, the fact that the consequences of the confrontations led into Lahijan caused 
favorable and opposition demonstrations to start up in that town and two periodical 
shops were burned in a fire. The 2-day Rudsar and Lahijan clashes concluded with an 
appeal to the people of this town, and the towns and villages around it, by the Islamic 
land judge and public prosecutor of Lahijan by radio and television to put an end to 
the demonstrations by the partisans of the Mojahedin-e Khalq. The newspaper JOMHURI-YE 
ESLAMI 9 (Wednesday 10 December) wrote that “Mojahedin agents spread the 
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rumor that the guards had martyred three people in Shalman, After a while, agents 

of the Ba'th Party, such as the National Movement of Mojahedin, the Peykar Organiza- 
tion, the Strugglers of the Working Class and the Feda'ian-e Khalq, gathered in front 
of the hospitial. The demonstrators, through slogans such as the left and right are 
victorious, the guards are destroyed, and death to the public prosecutor, tried to add 
to the spread of disturbance. It added that after the intervention of the guards, 
"the people who had gathered in the company of the other Khalquis, attacked the guard 
brothers and other Islamic forces with rocks and other live and non-live weapons, 
such as J-3's and Colts," and "the same evening the people arrested and handed over 
to the Army of Guards of Lahijan some centers of conspiracy and some homes of a team 
connected to the hypocrites of the Khalg from the people occupying them, and a number 
of agents of corruption and conspiracy.’ 


In Qa'emshahr, before a bloody clash took place upon the issuance of a verdict sentenc- 
Ing 24 Mojahedin-e Khalq sympathizers to 1 to 5 years' imprisonment by the Islamic re- 
volutionary court in that town (KEYHAN, 9 December), apparently "the dominance and 
spread of clashes in this town were avoided." 


JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI (10 December), in an item of news under the title "New Conspiracies 
by the Mojahedin in Some Towns of the Province of Mazandaran," described the implicit 
reason for such a verdict: 


"For several days, sympathizers of the Mojahedin-e Khalq (in Qa'emshahr) have engaged 
in a series of calculated, organized operations." 


Intense, extensive clashes took place in towns along the Caspian but in other areas 
scattered partial clashes also occured. 


The severity of the subject of the schools, and the danger that clashes would spread 
when they appeared, have been the subject of the attention of officials for some months 
and warnings were issued on this matter even before the schools opened. In view of the 
fact that the number of Mojahedin-e Khalq partisans in the schools is greater than 
those of other groups, it was predicted that the clashes, which previously perhaps 

had not gone beyond verbal quarrels for the most part, and at the maximum had turned 
into brief scuffles, would assume more severe dimensions with the new position of the 
organization, after the resumption of its activities. What happened 2 weeks ago in 
Kharazmi High School in Tehran was an intensified form of the clashes whose likes were 
also observed in many other schools in Tehran and the provinces. Although education 
officials, foreseeing these clashes, had received undertakings from the students and 
their guardians at the time of registration, this measure apparently did not turn out 
to be effective. In the Kharazmi High School clashes, in which a number of people 
were wounded and 17 were expelled, each party to the clash (members of the Islamic 
societies and the person in charge of educational affairs on the one hand, and sym- 
pathizers of the Mojahedin and other groups on the other), directed the responsibili- 
ty for starting the clash against the other. The newspaper ENQELAB-E ESLAMI (Monday 

8 December) quoted the statement of an official at Kharazmi High School: "For 2 and 

a half months we have been trying to win over our intellectual opponents, and, since 
that produced no results, we permited the Islamic Society to subdue them." The person 
in charge of educational affairs of the section also (in the same source) directed 











further responsibility at “students who are not taking courses" but said "the people 
who were expelled were expelled for not observing the commitment declaration which 
they had submitted at the time of registration, and their crime was to sell illegal 
publications, show lack of discipline and fail to attend class." 


The following day (Tuesday 9 December), the reporter of the newspaper ENQELAB-E ESLAMI, 
in a detailed report "From High School to Evin?" dealt with the clashes in Abu Reyhan 
High School and quoted two contradictory statements by students: 





"After the clash, committee officials intervened, hit a number of people, arrested a 
number of people and took them with them to the committee, later freeing several of 
them and sending three to Evin." 


"They are lying. The people from the committee did not hit anyone. These people hit 
their own heads against the walls in order to feign mistreatment." The ENQELAB-E 
ESLAMI reporter, following up on this event, claimed that he was "thrown out with 
kicks and blows to the neck from the committee," but 2 days later in the newspaper 
JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI (Thursday 1 December) a District 10 Committee official denied the 
report by the JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI newspaper. 


Clashes in other schools also took similar form. Pasting declarations on walls, writ- 
ing slogans, selling forbidden publications, distributing announcements, discussing 
and expressing opinions, and so on, that is, the very acts for whose non-performance 
commitments had been received during registvation from the students and their guardi- 
ans, were behind most of these confrontations. 


The newspaper JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI (Thursday 11 December) quoting educational affairs 
supervisors, wrote, "The people at fault in the disturbances at Kharazmi High School 
were a group of people by name of the Council of Students into which a few hypocrites, 
feda'is, leftists, rightists and so on had infiltrated, preventing devout, doctrinal 
students from going into the council." The newspaper JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI mentioned, in 
addition to Kharazmi High School, the Manucheri boy's high school, the Gohar Parvar 
girls' high school, the Hekmat High School, and the Shahid Sarvandi Technicum Poly- 
technic as schools which were the scene of clashes and unrest. 


Dr Bahonar, the minister of education, also spoke about the clashes in the schools 

in a speech on the situation in this ministry before the Islamic Consultative Coun- 
cil (10 December) and cited the cause for the clashes as "the presence of unsuitable 
persons in the schools. He said, "There are two or three persons from various groups 
in each school, and they must not be allowed to defame the Islamic republic." None- 
theless, the minister of education did not hide the fact that “one must get to the 
root cause of these clashes." 


The remedy which had been drawn up by the authorities previously in order to avert 

the emergence of clashes in the schools was, in addition to receiving commitments 

from the pupils, to eliminate teachers who were attached to or in sympathy with these 
groups, or shared their beliefs. Although, according to a statement by Dr Bahonar 

(in the same source) "these purges had objections," the approach which had been chosen 
for that was not yet finalized. The director of Asemi school said "What unfortunately 
are influential in the continuation of these types of disturbances are the deviant 
ideas of a few teachers in the school, of which a similar example exists in some other 
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schools” (JOMMURI-YE ESLAMI, 1) December). Thus it does not seem that the expulsion 
of pupils sympathetic to groups or organizations will remedy the situation; this ac- 
tivity almost even seem impossible, because most cases where students were expelled 
from schools entailed further repercussions: “In the course of this expulsion, the 
partisans of those three pupils, a group of almost 100 people, themselves became 

the cause of further disruption in the atmosphere of the school, to the point where 
their entry into the school was prevented by school security (in the Asemi girls’ 
school); conversely, by cha "9 the entry gate, this group entered the school and 
Staged a sit-in in the main hall of the school, Some pupils were injured” in this 
encounter,” (JOMHURI~YE ESLAMI, 11 December), 


On one side in the latest clashes were the Islamic societies and on the other were 

the partisans of the organizations and groups, and in the midst of these the parti- 
sans of the Nojahedin-e Khalq are the basic force. The fact of the matter is that 

in view of the \ew position of the Mojahedin-e Khalq organization and the provocation 
by some circles, a glance at the future of these clashes is very dark and comp) icated, 
taking into account the inflamed, delicate atmosphere of our country. 
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RECENT AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS NOTED 
Land Distribution in Kordeatan 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 15 Dec 80 p 12 


[Text] Following the hostage taking of the seven-member land distribution 
committee in Kordestan, the central headquarters of land distribution has dispatched 
a declaration to the KEYHAN newspaper, the contents of which is as follows: 


Now that the roaring waves of Islamic revolution under the ecclesiastical leadership 
of Imam Khomeini have shaken the great Satan and an imposed American war and the 
expansionist Saddam has created senses of martyrdom, revolt and solidarity among the 
Moslem nation, those false defenders of the masses and disgraced elements of peoples’ 
courte who had been promoting the slogans of land distribution in every street and 
district have resorted to taking hostage three members of the seven-member land 
distribution committee in Kordestan, named Mehdi Yazdan Panah, his brother and 
‘Alireza Eslami and two brothers affiliated with the “development crusade" named 
Asghar Ghavassian and Mohammad Elahi. By resorting to this action, these people 
have proved that they are opposed to the liberation of the Moslem people from the 
clutches of colonialism, poverty and economic backwardness. Their disgraced charisma 
has, as always, vanished and they have proved that instead of creating solidarity 
against the pro-Saddam atheists, they have resorted to capturing supporters of the 
oppressed and destitute peasants. 





While warning those impudent elements who under cover of defending the brave Moslem 
Kurds, hamper the realization of the most noble demands of the Kurdish Moslem 
peoples, namely the just and Islamic distribution of land by treacherous attacks, 
we declare that these counterrevolutionary and antisocial elements whose actions 
correlate with the defense of American interests, are similar to bubbles on water 
and with the grace of God all these plans will be thwarted. 


The central headquarters of land distribution which, by grace of God, is the executor 
of the land distribution law will continue its cannonic and legal taske and is 
obedient to the orders of the imam of the believers. This stupid hostage taking 

act along with other difficulties and restrictions will not undermine the will of 
these servants of the oppressed people and will strengthen our belief in the 
legitimacy of our task and make us more determined in executing our Islamic duty. 
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Parming Councils in Mazandaran 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 15 Jan 61 p 7 


[Text] Sari--Pare NEWSAGENCY<-The seven-member committee of land distribution and 
development of Mazandaran Province in Sari has tesued a declaration and has outlined 
ite activities since firet half of July 1980 (the date of commencement of activities) 
as follows: the activities of these councils included: 


The formation of councils in 698 ‘lages, invitation extended to committed agri- 
cultural experts in order to establish “common practices” and determine common 
agricultural practices for distribution of land, investigation of complaints re- 
garding 4500 hectares of grazing land, recultivating and making thie land exploitable, 
distribution of over 8,613 hectares of land for cultivation, distribution of 5,975 
kilograms of seed and 404,000 kilograms of fertilizer to the peasants, visiting 

and carrying out preliminary inepections of over two-thirds of the 59 agricultural 
and industrial companies, investigating all the complaints related to agricultural 
lands prior to the stoppage of “ruling G [6th letter of Persian alphabet).” Another 
section of thie declaration read that due to unfavorable weather conditions, 
temporary shortages, the consequence after effects of stoppage of application of 
"ruling G" and noninvestigation of complaints of the peasants by courte, a part of 
the distributed lands have not been cultivated during the fall season. Further- 
more, the seven-member committee of land distribution in Gonabad has outlined its 
six months activities as follows: 


Distribution of 9,000 hectares of land to peasants, unemployed high school and 
university graduates in order to enable them to work; transfer of peasants to 
Birjand, Kashmar and Gonabad regions; payment of 425 million rials in loans and 
agricultural services to farmers in 210 villages, as well as printing and distributing 
pamphlets containing economic viewpoints of ayatollahs Montazeri and Meshkini. 


Cattle Raising, Farming in Lorestan 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 11 Jan 81 p 7 
[Interview with governor-general of Lorestan] 


[Text] Khorramabad--The manner of redev lopment and expansion of agriculture and 
cattle raising in Lorestan Province during the year 1360 [21 March 81 to 20 March 82] 
was discussed in a session with the participation of the representatives of 
Lorestan's people in the Islamic Consultative Assembly, the clergy in Korramabad, 
the governor-general or Lorestan, administrative, political and development deputies. 


In this session engineer Hosseyin Mahluji, the governor-general of Lorestan while 
outlining activities carried out in fields of development, agricultural and cattle 
raising projects, the manner of recommencing operation of factories, reactivation 
of government offices, agencies, revolutionary organs and institutions, stated 
that: This session has been held in order to see what we can do to expand cattle 
raising and farming in the province during the year 60 [21 March 81-20 March 82] 
and at the same time become aware of viewpoints of brothers who are in direct 
contact with the people. We think that Lorestan is a suitable area for agriculture 
and cattle raising. If an industry must be established in this region it must be 
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related to agriculture and cattle raising. Thue the highest figure in the budget 
of Lorestan has been allocated to agriculture and cattle raising. The governor= 
general of Lorestan added that “prior to the victory of the revolution, the volume 
of irrigation department activities amounted to 500,000 rials per year and ite 
operation wae limited to receiving fees and distribution of water while during the 
year 58 [21 March 79-20 March 80) the irrigation department has carried out 

60 million riale worth of projects. Thus since taking over, we have declared that 
the budget of the irrigation department would be unlimited and up to now thie 
department hae utilised a total of approximately 110 million riale for finished 
projects or projects on the verge of completion.” 


While outlining the work of the responsible provincial officials for the recom- 
mencement of operation of factories, the governor-general of Lorestan said that 

"up to the present the governor-general's office has paid the following sume in 
order to assist certain factories: 20 million rials to the inexpensive clothes 
factory, 10 million riale to the refrigeration industry, 250 million rials to the 
Pare girder factory and 150 million riale to the Dorud cement factory. The clothes 
factory has etarted production, the third line of the Dorud cement factory which had 
absorbed a capital of 7 billion tumane would start production on 1 Bahmar [21 Jan) 
subject to the electronic problems being overcome and this plant would produce 
2,500 tons of cement per day. The machinery of the calcareous sand plant have 
also been transported, by 90 trailers, from the war regions to the site. This 
plant would start production in latter par of Ordibehesht [April 81] and would be 
able to produce 50,000 calcareous sandy bricks per day. The plaster factory of 
Lorestan is also being built with the assistance of Industrial Development Bank. 
The contract for the installation of the machinery of the pasteurized milk plant 
has also been signed and if basic difficulties do not crop up, the plant would be 
able to bring its dairy products to the market by Ordibehesht [21 April-21 May) of 
next year. 


Furthermore, a sum of 50 million rials has been paid to the Lorestan meat complex 
in order to enable it to be active in revitalizing cattle raising in Lorestan 
Province. 


In another part of his speech, the governor-general of Lorestan stated that "in 
conjunction with these activities, the problem of war has cropped up and we feel 
obliged to render assistance to the Provinces of Kermanshahan, Llam and 

Khuzestan. Thus from the very beginning, we commenced our task by ordering 
mobilization and up to the present we have assisted mobilization to the tune of 
approximately 30 million rials in order to help in training the people. Similar 
aid has also been given to the revolutionary guards and also 2,500 to 3,000 
trailers and trucks containing clothes, food and ammunition have been despatched 

to the war zones. The people played a basic role in this program. While referring 
to the issue of decentralization, the governor of Lorestan stated that "on the 
whole we have reached a stage whereby we can claim that the executive organs possess 
necessary coordination with the revolutionary institutions in order to formulate 
plans for the year 60 [21 March 81-20 March 82]. We believe that work allocation 
must be decentralized and be extended to the level of rural counties and thus work 
orders must be transferred from Tehran to the provinces and then power must be 
entrusted to township governors and in turn, as far as feasible, to lieutenant 
governors of districts. If we reach this stage, progress would be greater.” 


In this session the Majles representatives of the people of Lorestan also presented 
their views and proposals about revival of farming and cattle raising and the same 
were reviewed. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM ENCOURAGED 
Beirut AL-ANWAR in Arabic 30 Jul 80 p 8 


[Article: “Comprehensive Development of Transportation and Communications in Iraq's 
New Five-Year Plan") 


[Text] The approaching Five-Year Plan of the Ministry of Communications and Trane- 
portation in Iraq aims at coordination with the general economic and social develop- 
ment plan so that the transportation and communications sector can measure up to 
the level of effectiveness anticipated from the other sectors. 


The plan also aime at the following things: establishing coordination between the 
different transportation systems to allow them to complement one another in the 
provision of transportation services; interlinking the country's governorates, 
including both urban and rural areas; linking the country's transportation and 
communications networks with those of neighboring and other countries; and expansion 
of storage capacities in order to help ensure a balance between supply and demand. 


According to Communications and Transportation Minister Sa'dun Ghaydan, the plan 
includes: completion of the construction of the railroad line between Baghdad and 
Husaybah, with a branch line extending to the ‘Akashat area; construction of a new 
and technically advanced railroad network connecting all the governorates of the 
country and including a circular line around the city of Baghdad; and the provision 
of sufficient numbers of locomotives, passenger cars, and freight cars. 


The plan also calls for provision of me.ns of transport for ordinary and specialized 
products in sufficient numbers; the establishment of joint freight companies with 
neighboring countries; the provision of sufficient numbers of buses within the city 
of Baghdad; and the start of implementation of a rapid transit project in Baghdad. 
The Baghdad project will consist of an electric subway system with a capacity of 
40,000 passengers per hour for each platfora. 


River and Air Transport 


The plan also aims at augmenting the river transport fleet with new canals and hoists 
and the construction of new docks. The plan also calls for augmentation of the air 
transport fleet, the construction and completion of international airports in 
Baghdad, Basrah, and al-Mawsil, and the expansion of domestic air transport through 
the construction of airports in the governorate centers and important tourist and 
outlying sites. 
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PERES' ABILITIES AS PRIME MINISTER ASSESSED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 19 Dec 80 p 13 
[Krticle by Yoel Marque: “Honorable Prime Minister Shimon Peres"7 


Whereas several leaders of the Labor Party--Golda Meir, Zalman Aran and 

Sapir--surely turned over in their greves on Thursday, David Ben-Gurion, 
wherever he may be, was entitled to say: “He who laughs last laughs best.” In- 
deed, after many years of alienation, ostraciem and ingratitude, he is returning 
to power through one of his dear boys who grew under his patronage. The boy has 
become an adult, but Mr Shimon Peres will not be a second Ben-Gurion. He inher- 
ited from him optimism about the future of the state, the pathos of vision and 
enthusiesm for action, but there ends the similarity between the teacher and the 
pupil. There also ends all the similarity between Mr Peres and the other prime 
ministers produced by the Labor Party. He does not have the decisiveness and 
stubborness of Golda Meir, the pettiness of Moshe Sharet, the hesitation of Levi 
Eshkol, or the arrogance--"I know it all"--of Yitzhak Rabin. Therefore, when one 
comes to assess what kind of prime minister Shimon Peres might be, it is best not 
to compare him to his predecessors, but to consider how his good and bad qualities 
will blend when he reaches for the first time in his life post No 1. 


Mr Peres is not an unknown quantity. Many people have worked closely with him and 
know every side of him with his ups and downs. Even though it is said that a job 
brings out hidden qualities in man, it can be assumed that the office of prime 
minister will not bring out what he does not have, or much more than what has been 
detected in him, in Peres, during the 30 years of his work in state service and in 
public life. For example, no one disputes the fact that Mr Peres has a cultural 
style of speech. He often quotes from books, although it is not certain that he 
religiously reads all the books from which he quotes. During one of his inter- 


views last week said that recently he had ""'Im Bo Hagikaron" /With the 
Coming of by Friedlender, "Notzot” by Chaim Beer, Avineri's 
book on Zigniem, A. B. Yehoshu'a, ‘Amos ‘Oz, Amnon Rubi in, "Hateshugot Hatzar- 
fatiyot" Desires/ by Geldin, "Mabatim Ishiyim" /Personal Views/ by Berlin, 


"The Executioner's Song” by Mailer and "Catherine the Great’ by Troyat. In addi- 
tion to all these he reads poetry books by Alterman, Zakh, Bat-Sheva' Serif and 
others. Even though Peres took a course in rapid reading 20 years ago, it is hard 
to believe that in the last few weeks he had time to read all these books. But 
this fact does not change his “thirst” for knowledge and for learning from others. 
We will not err if we assume that the style of speech of Peres' government will be 
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totally different from that of Begin's government. With such ministers as Tsadoq, 
Bar Lev and Eban around him it te safe to assume that the speech of the market- 
place characteristic of the government of the party of glory will become a legacy 
of history. 


Bulldoser and Protective Winge 


With regard to the style of government it is more difficult to establish hard and 
fast rules. No one disputes the fact that Mr Peres is an organizer par excellence 
and a man of action who always has the state of Israel in the year 2000 in his 
mind. During the remote past he clashed twice with Pinhas Sapir against thie back- 
ground—-once when it was decided to bring Israel into the age of electronics, 
while Sapir saw Israel as a textile state, and another time when Peres initiated 
and established the nuclear reactor in Dimona at the cost of Sapir's abusive ex- 
pression “an act of madness." Peres initiated and executed the special defense 
relations with France and Germany when Nasir's Egypt stunned Israel with the vast 
arms shipments received from Czechoslovakia. He rehabilitated the IDF after the 
Yom Kippur War. It is poi itiess to repeat the list of Peres' successes in the 
realm of action. Everything is known and has been described in writing dozens of 
times. The fact that he has always been the initiator and executor, but never the 
mover and decision maker, is the common denominator of all of them. He has always 
had a bulldozer in front of him, paving the way for him in the party and in the 
government, and he has always been under wings protecting him from meanness, jeal- 
ousy and criticiem. As the prime minister he will to be in control of everything 
and this, of course, is a different story. 


Mr Peres is, indeed, a man of vision and action, but he does not have the author- 
ity stemming from charisma. When he invites image improvers from America to 
change his appearance, it seems that he has not yet realized that charisma is 
something that one is born with and not something that can be acquired by techni- 
cal means and here perhaps is one of his shortcomings. He wants to be loved and 
accepted by all. In his many efforts to be liked he changes styles, tries hard 
to make an impression with quotes and plays on words, courts his opponents, neg- 
lects those friends whose loyalty he trusts and changes arguments which he feels 
are not acceptable by the people he talks to. These excessive efforts to be good 
to everyone contribute to a large extent to the feeling that he is "slippery" or 
“unreliable.” 


This does not mean that, as a person who tries too much to acquire friends and is 
unable to say “no,” he has no opinion, but refusal is difficult for him. When 
his answer on a certain matter is not positive, he drags the "no" out in such a 
way that he creates in the interested party the illusion that his answer will be 
positive. When, ultimately, his negative decision is revealed, instead of a 
friend he finds a bitter enemy. Peres has never experienced work under pressure 
and it is difficult to foresee how he would act under the terrible pressure of 
the fate of the state hanging on his shoulders. Since it is very important to 
him what people say about him, he is influenced by criticism and often acts out 
of nervousness and tension. In his contest with Rabin he made many mistakes as 

a result of his opponent's brutality. ™* friends who have observed him say that 
in the past, as the area of his respo. ity increased, he acted with great 
self-confidence and hence they draw positive conclusions concerning the time when 
he officiates as No 1. 
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Mr Peres is a team man. In general, this is said in hie favor. The other side 
of the coin is that he does not have the image of a commander who imposes his 

will or authority. When he was defense minister, he convened a group of his as- 
Sistants every Sunday night, reported to them on the goverfiment meeting and asked 
them for feedback. He absorbs quickly. He asks for studies and reports, reads 
everything and often shows a tendency toward superficially picking thoughts or 
ideas. When he introduces a position, he embraces the whole world. But when he 
presents data, more than once the expert will find a certain shallowness and, 
frequently, inaccuracies. The difference between him and Dayan from the stand- 
point of consultations with assistants and advisers is that Dayan left the details 
to exports, whereas he gave the tone with regard to the fundamental line and no 
one dared to “out” his words. At best the group of advisers served as a testing 
ground for hie ideas. Peres wants more to hear and absorb ideas without creating 
a distance or imposing his authority and » This creates a situation in which 
his decision making process suffers from “treading in one place” and from a cer- 
tain procrastination. 


Hence his Success as prime minister will largely depend on the team with which he 
will surround himself. A team means not only a cabinet kitchen, but what kind of 
group of advisers he will put in hie office. Peres is neither a dove, nor a hawk. 
He is like Ben-Gurion and Eshkol--a pragmatist. His opinion will be shaped both 
by those that he will have the courage not to place around him and by those that 
he will have the strength to put near him (for example, Moshe Dayan for special 
assignments), because not a time of being liked by everyone awaits Peres, but a 
period of difficult decisions in which his success will be tested. 


Those who compare Peres to Eshkol do him wrong. Eshkol was a candidate of com- 
promise, who came from the world of settlement and economy and was surrounded by 
his party's giants blowing over his shoulders. Peres is the last of his genera- 
tion in his party. He has now received the recognition for which he aspired all 
his life from the decisive majority in his party. He is an optimist with a view 
toward the next two decades. His chance to start with the right foot are reason- 
able if he remembers every minute and every hour thet he no longer has a bulldozer 
clearing mines in front of him or protective wings above him. What he decides 
will be, because he is the one that must lead the camp. 


11,4 
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ISRAEL 


FINANCE MINISTER CANDIDATE SUGGESTS INCENTIVES FOR INDUSTRY 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 17 Dec 80 p 3 


[Article by Aryeh Lavi: "It Is Possible To Reach Industrial Exporte Worth 10 Bil- 
lion Dollars at the End of the 1980's 


[Mext] If the elections for the post of finance minister had been held at the 
joint confe of the Association of Industrialists and Hevrat Ha'ovdim /Wor- 
kers' C yesterday, most likely, Mr Naftali Blumental, director-general of 
the Kur concern, would have gotten the job. 


If Blumental had not been mentioned a few days before the conference as one of the 
candidates of the Labor Party for the post of finance minister, Mr Avraham Shavit, 
president of the Association of Industria) ists, and Mr Moshe Bengover, secretary 
of Hevrat Ha'ovdim, who did not at all seem a stranger in the industrialists’ 
fortress, would have been the heroes of tne first joint conference of private and 
Histadrut /General Federation of Labor/ industry. 


He Stole the Show 


However, Blumental managed to steal the show and the attention of most of those 
present--about 60 people--at the conference. To be precise, he did not at all try 
to steal the show, but acted as though his name had not been sucked into the pol- 
itical vacuum. 


He told those who wanted to know if, indeed, he would run for the job of finance 
minister that he was not a candidate. But those who heard him make this statement 
noted that the answer of Kur's director-general was not unequivocal. Blumental's 
speech, in which everyone saw a kind of “manifesto of faith," enchanted the indus- 
trialists, because he hinted in it that, if he were the finance minister, he would 
see in industry a tool by means of which Israel's economic problems--increase in 
exports, reduction in inflation, renewal of investments and rise in employment in 
industry at the expense of services——could be solved. 


The participants in the debate treated Blumental as though the appointment of fi- 
nance minister was already in his pocket. During the debate most of them tried 
to quote from his speech, which was delivered at the beginning of the debate after 
the opening address by Mr Dov Lautman, vice-president of the Association of Indus- 
trialists. During the intermission, as well as at the end of the debate, Blumen- 
tal was surrounded by industrialists who wanted to exchange a few words with him. 
Who knows, said one industrialist, perhaps he will still be the finance minister. 











The following are several points from his speech: 


At the end of the 1980's it is possible to reach industrial exports worth 10 bil- 
lion dollars and to employ 450,000 workers provided industry is at the top of the 
economy's ladder of priorities and conditions encouraging investment financing 
are created, 





In order to bring back industrial growth to the rate of past years, industry must 
be granted the conditions enjoyed by it during the years when it grew at a rate 
unprecedented throughout the world. 


Industry needs understanding for its actions, It will not be able to grow if 
there is no stability and security. Lately, policy has been changed every year. 
Industry cannot be maintained in this way. 


Export financing does not accelerate inflation. Even if the argument that money 
is invested in linked currency is correct, who says that this causes an accelera- 
tion of inflation. A warning must be sounded so that this little thing also is 
not taken away from us. 


Criticism of the Government 


All the speakers at the conference sharply criticized the government, saying that 
its policy would lead to a decline in industrial production, reduction in infle- 
tion and freeze on hiring workers. Mr Mark Moshvitz, former president of the As- 
sociation of Industrialists, noted with irony one point in favor of the govern- 
ment. Thanks to its policy industrialists succeeded in sitting at one table with 
Hevrat Ha'ovdim. Mr. Moshvitz recalled that, when during his presidency he wanted 
to hold a joint conference with Hevrat Ha'ovdim, Yitzhak Ben-Aharon, secretary of 
the Histadrut at that time, rejected the idea and only because of the present 
government was it possible to hold a joint conference. 


Dov Lautman: In order to attract a foreign company that was about to make invest- 
ments in Ireland, it was necessary to deviate from the decision on the linkage of 
development loans and the company was given additional benefits beyond the ac- 
cepted terms. 


Chaim Qaminitz, chairman of the industrialists’ labor committee, complained that 
industry was maneuvered into a position in which it was necessary to choose, as 
it were, between the good of industry and the good of the economy. 


Binyamin Jibli, director-general of Kur-food: This conference (of industrialists 
and Hevrat Ha'ovdim--A. L.) costs 30 million Israeli pounds owing to the waste of 
time of 60 senior industrialists. What we are doing is an exercise in self-sani- 
tation. 


Knesset member Zeev Vertheimer: The government is serving the services, Gafni 
and Neeman. In this country help is given only to the miserable. A competitive 
industry is being established by means of a defense budget. As yet it does not 
sit here with us. But there is no need to worry. In 5 years it too will sit 
here. 
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Gershon Rozov, director-general of the Gibor group: The government reminds me of 
a taxi passenger who has no money to pay and, in order to avoid paying, he con- 
tinues to ride. Rozov proposed that an emergency economic situation be declared 
for 3 years, that the issue of linked currency be stopped, that the value of the 
shekel be increased and that companies seeking to mobilize capital in the stock 
exchange be given concessions. Rozov said that at one time Yefet (Mr Ernest Ye- 
fet, chairman of the board of directors of Bank Leumi--A. L.) urged him to put 
Gibor on the stock exchange, but he did not agree. Today industry cannot go to 
the stock exchange, because it loses. 


Eli Hurvitz, director-general of Teva': Prime Minister Menahem Begin says that 
everything except defense can be hit. One can tell this to someone who was never 
in the army. The waste there is shocking. Every captain that comes to industry 
receives a smaller salary than he did in the IDF. It is also possible to make 
cuts in defense. 


Mr Moshe Bengover, secretary of Hevrat Ha'ovdim, was among the last speakers: We 
have reached a critical situation, the economy is in a slump. In order to ensure 
future growth, it is necessary to increase investments in industry. An identity 
of interests of the economy in general with the interests of the industrialist is 
needed. In the present situation those that make investments do this despite the 
fact that this is not worthwhile for then. 


Bengover urged the government to reach a situation in which industry would be able 
to absorb additional workers and expand at the expense of service branches and not 
have to get rid of manpover. 


Resolutions 


Mr Avraham Shavit, president of the Association of Industrialists, ended the con- 
ference. He repeated his positions, which were well known to those present, and 
read the resolutions of the joint conference formulated by him and by Moshe Ben- 
gover. Among other things, they state that the president of the Association of 
Industrialists and the secretary of Hevrat Ha'ovdim will decide on the steps that 
will be taken by the entire industry as needed according to current developments 
and appeal to the government not to adopt resolutions affecting industry without 
consulting its representatives and before hearing its positions. 


11,439 ® 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


DEFENSE PORTFOLIO--"The Bar-Lev case is already a closed book with Shimon,” a 
senior figure in the Labor Party, a close associate of Peres, told me yesterday. 
He implied that Peres resolved that Chaim Bar-Lev would have the defense portfo- 
lio in the future Alignment Government. The same source told the DAVAR corres- 
dl that it was to assumed that the Rabin camp and, in particular, Hakibutz 

United Kibutz/ would not request the defense portfolio for Yitzhak Rabin 
=. a" light of the results of selection of the candidate at the convention. The 
DAVAR correspondent learned that an additional portfolio was also a "closed is- 
sue"~-the information portfolio intended for Chaim Hertzog. Peres intends to es- 
tablish a ministry of information in his government. It may be that the govern- 
ment press office will be part of this ministry. It was also reported that the 
plan for the government structure that Peres was "outlining" for himself also in- 
cluded a ministry for Jerusalem affairs and that the candidate for this portfolio 
was Teddy Kolek. A separation of the Ministry of Interior and the police is also 
being discussed, so that one minister would not hold both portfolios. The day af- 
ter tomorrow Shimon Peres is to leave for vacation and rest "somewhere" in the 
country until Sunday and, apparently, during his vacation he will also deal with 
the structure of the future government in the event that_the elections are held 
earlier. [Rext? [Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 22 Dec 80 p 17 11,439 
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LEBANON 


SHI'ITE LEADER DISCUSSES GOVERNMENT CRISIS 
Paris AL=NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 8-14 Dec 80 pp 10-11 


[Interview with Nabih Barri, chairman of the commani council of the Shi'ite organiza- 
tion, Amal; date and place of interview not given] 


[Text] "I was watching television when the program was interrupted and an announcer 
came on the air to break the news of the formation of the new cabinet. I was surprised 
to find out that the new government was a ‘hodgepodge of activists.' Everybody was 
there but us, although it was we who stood with legitimacy during its darkest hours 

and who supported the army in the national areas. Legitimacy rewarded us by ignoring 
us. A few hours before the announcement of the new cabinet, Shafiq al-Wazzan 
telephoned me and listened to our viewpoints. But it seems that he has not conveyed 
our views to the Republican palace or to the president." 


This is how Nabih Barri, chairman of the command council of Amal, began his talk to 
AL=NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI about “the Shi'ite knot." The dialogue with him 
dealt with the Shi'ite "knot," its goals and consequences in an attempt to provide 
the readers with a full insight into the "knot," how it developed and what the 
likely solutions for it are. 


[Question] What about the "Shi'ite "knot" and how accurate is that term? 


[Answer] The “knot" is not a Shi'ite “knot.” It is a "knot" caused by the govern- 

ment because of Amal's activities which are dedicated to the service of the dispossessed 
and the dispossessed areas which make up 90 percent of the Lebanese people of all 

sects and groups. The cause of the "knot" predates the formation of the new govern- 
ment. The real cause is the position which the leadership of Amal has taken against 
embezzlement, and against the exploitation of the people in the south through the 
Council of the South. So, Amal is being made to pay the price for its position 

on the Council on the South. 


The «- aim of what they called “the knot" is: why were all the activists, tradi- 
tic . es and present and absent figures and groups represented in the government 
with the :xception of Amal, despite the fact that Amal was consulted 2 hours before 
the government was formed, when Shafiq al-Wazzan called me and said: Nothing will be 
done except as you would like it to be. 





The results which they are trying to achieve through the exclusion of Amal are based 
on the following facts: 
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One--In 1860, the Lebanese automobile was created, and it had two wheels, one of 
which wae the Maronite wheel. 


Two--In 1943, the Lebanese automobile had a third wheel. We know that a car which 
has two or three wheels is a "kiddies" toy. It is amazing how that formula had 
survived. Despite the fact that the steering wheel and every nut and bolt belonged 
to the "dispossessed," there was an insistence that the fourth wheel should not be 
mounted so that the automobile should not operate as well as it should. 


One of the causes of the 1958 civil war, we believe, is the refusal to mount the 

fourth wheel. It was also one of the causes of the 1975 civil war. Actually, we 
want to transcend sectarian considerations. We have called for the abolition of 

Sectarian considerations and continue to do so. If they refuse to heed our call, 
Lebanon will not move one step without the participation of the Shi'ites. 


Most candidly, the fourth wheel has been mounted whether they like it or not. Again, 
I have to say that Amal, which assumes the mantle of a sectarian group, is actually 
dedicated to the higher national interest in its capacity as the representative of 
about 90 percent of the people wh» are the dispossessed groups from the various 
sects. With our participation, I believe that the Lebanese automobile will finally 
become fully operational. 


I want to point out that we are not strangers to the climate which is being prepared, 
namely, the preparation for a new Lebanese formula in 1982. Therefore, we advise 
them to follow the real, sublime principles which would serve the interests of the 
homeland and nothing else. These are the principles of equity and justice which 

can only be begotten when sectarianism is abolished in all departments and jobs. 

They have to know that we have a share equal to the shares of all the other lions 

in this country, if not more. 


[Question] How do you appraise the contacts with President Sarkis? 


[Answer] The Shi'ite "knot" is not a personal one. On the contrary. We do not 
claim a Shi'ite character more than our brethren in the cabinet do. We have more 
than one friend among them. At any rate, the command council of Amal has thanked 
the Shi'ite ministers for responding to our call. In our contacts with President 
Sarkis we tried to confine our claims to basic matters, namely, the resignation of 
the Shi'ite ministers and asking Amal for its opinion on the government. After 
that we can be asked to respond and to act in the interest of the country and 
legitimacy. But now, what can be asked of us after the resignation of the four 
[ministers]? Actually, the president acted in a positive manner and said that he 
will try. 


[Question] But what if the regime went around the Shi'ite "knot"? 


[Answer] The president wants a positive solution. This is what I gathered from my 
meeting with him. But Kamil al-As'ad is not agreeable to that. In this case, we 

will have a big battle with Al-As'ad. The question is not one of portfolios. We 

did not want to participate in the government, and you can ask the members of the 

Amal command council about that. When we raised the question of the Ba‘ labak-al-Hirmil 
area, we did that because of certain factors which cannot be ignored. The first 

such factor is that the area is in a state of deprivation. The second is that it had 
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not been represented in any government over the past / yeara, to be exact, The 

third factor is that they have ignored the plaas which we have made during our consulta- 
tions with them on this isavue., They Brought into the government three persons from 
Zahlah--we have nothing againat Zahlah--and deliberately ignored the area of Ba‘ Labak 
and ale-lHirmil. Therefore, we wondered what harm would have been done to the govern~ 
ment if they had appointed, for example, Albert Mansur, Hasan al-Rifa'i or Tariq 
Habehi, who incidentally are not Shi'ite. 


[Question] And what if the government reconsidered your demands? 


[Anewer] Then it will fall. I would prefer a heightening of the sense of injustice 
because thie would create a real feeling that change is necessary. 


[Question] Some people believe that the Shi'ite “knot” is a way of trying to 
appease Syria. Ie this true? 


[Answer] The information we have is that Syria approves of the [Lebanese] prime 
minister. We have heard that from more than one Syrian official. When Amal adopted 
ite stand, believe it or not, we made no contacts with the Syrians. In explaining 
our position to the Syrians, we argued that the Shi'ite “knot” is a Lebanese concern. 
Indeed, the Syrian Foreign Minister ‘Abd al-Halim Khaddam told ue: “This is a 
Lebanese affair which is none of our business." At any rate, we are friendly with 
Syria and are no one's subjects. I believe that a friend is better than a servant 
or a subject. 


[Question] Some people also believe that the Shi'ite position will lead to the 
destruction of Lebanon. 


[Answer] Such overblown statements have been historically used agianst the have-nots 
and downtrodden in this country, and not just against the Shi'ites, since before 
1860. They were used against Tanyus Shahin when he led an uprising of the peasants, 
then against Sadiq Hamzah and Adham Khanjar in the war of resistance against French 
colonialism. Sadiq Hamzah was assassinated--and it is still unknown where he was 
murdered--although he was the leader of the middle sector in the south. Adham 
Khanjar was a hero who faced the French for a period of 18 months until he was 
kidnapped from the house of Sultan Pasha al-Atrash in 1924 and brought to Beirut 
where he was shot by Senegalese soldiers. His execution triggered a general 
uprising which developed into a Lebanese-Syrian rebellion under the leadership of 
Sultan Pasha al-Atrash. 


Exaggeration and scare tactics will not intimidate us and they will not be swallowed 
by the people. We are the force which has transcended sectarian interests and 

ends, and which stands solidly behind the unity of Lebanon. This is our real goal. 
Solutions based on procrastination and delay will not serve or benefit the unity 

of Lebanon. At any rate, we will be the last, not the first, people to lose. 





LEBANON 


PROBLEMS OF SHI'ITE REPRESENTATION IN GOVERNMENT DISCUSSED 
Paria AL-NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL~DUWALI in Arabic 15-21 Dec 80 pp 12-13 


{[Article: “The Shi'ite ‘Knot’ Ie Not a Question of a Minister But of a ‘Place’ in 
the Formula”) 


[Text] The decision by the speaker of tin. Chamber of Deputies to schedule a vote 
of confidence in anticipation of a resolution of the so-called Shi'ite "knot" is not 
unlike that of the prime minister to hold a cabinet meeting to approve the govern- 
ment's statement of policy while the same knot hange over the government's head. 
Scheduling a vote of confidence on Tuesday was designed to speed up the process of 
resolution so that the search for a way to dissolve the Shi'ite knot would not drag 
on indefinitely. Similarly, the approval of the government's statement of policy 
has clinched the hesitation of the Shi'ite ministers about whether to attend or not 
to attend the meeting. 





Speaker Kamil al-As'ad believes that the government should settle the problem of 

the Shi'ite “knot.” Otherwise, the Chamber of Deputies should settle the issue 

with the government itself. Speaker al-As'ad's clever move has in fact broken the 
stalemate which surrounded the “knot” and its implications, in addition to the fact 
that the resignation of Minister Anwar al-Sabah was raised as a Democlean sword. To 
Speaker al-As‘ad, if the problem of the Shi'ite “knot” is not resolved in a manner 
that would be satisfactory to him and would not challenge his option of choosing 

a substitute for the Shi'ite minister who will have to resign by a drawing of straws, 
then the resignation of al-As'ad representative in the government will be final and 
the government will, therefore, find itself on the brink. For while the activist 
forces outside the Chamber of Deputies can hinder the formation of the government, 
the activist forces within the chamber can bring the government down. The delay 

in resolving the problem has resulted from complications related to choosing a 
person to join the cabinet as a representative of the Amal movement--a person who 
would fit the characteristics of the members of the cabinet and who would not arouse 
anyone's sensitivities. 


Prime Minister al-Wazzan favors an approach in which Amal itself would choose a 
representative in the cabinet and assume the responsibility for such a choice, 
while Amal prefers that the prime minister choose one of the names that it has 
proposed to him. Circles close to the prime minister say that Mr Al-Wazzan will 
have to bear the responsibility of choosing a Shi'ite minister at random and select 
him out of the cabinet so that he may be replaced by a representative of Amal. He 
should not have to bear any extra responsibility, these circles argue. 
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Until Thursday evening, Prime Minister al-Wazzan was waiting for Amal to name ite 
choice for a cabinet post. If Amal faile to do ao after a reasonable period of 

time, the prime minister himaelf will have to hold that portfolio or face the Chamber 
of Deputies next Tuesday for a vote of confidence on hia cabinet, without having 

made any change or amendment in the cabinet. In that event, al-Wagzan will announce 
before the chamber that he will continue hia attempts to solve the problem of the 
Shi'ite "knot" after the vote of confidence, on the assumption that the settlement 

of the problem of the “knot” fe not up to him alone but also to the other parties 
concerned, 


Circles close to Prime Minister al-Wazzan believe that if it ise possible to persuade 
Amal to wait until after the vote of confidence, then that in iteelf would be a 
temporary solution that would satisfy Speaker al-As'ad and Amal at one and the 

same time. But if Amal insisted on a settlement of the Shi'ite “knot” before the 
vote of confidence and if a settlement did not materialize before the vote, then 

it is most likely that there will be a lack of quorum in the chamber and the vote 

of confidence will thus have to be postponed. That would provide more time for 
searching for a settlement. 


Several facts and political factors have emerged during that period, however, and 

they cannot be ignored. Among them is the tacit intention of the Shi'ite community 

to reconsider several aspects of the Lebanese formula which do not give representatives 
of that community an actual position in the Lebanese political balance. That balance 
has thus far been confined to the Maronite, Sunni and Druze communities without 

giving the other sects and communities any role, not even a marginal one. 


In the preresignation phase, the state zigzagged in the course which it has taken 

in response to the demands of the Shi'ite movement. On the one hand, officials 
spoke exaggeratingly about the negative impact that such demands would have on "the 
future of Lebanon which can no longer cope with crises." On the other hand, the 
government used the Shi'ite “knot" as a smokescreen to hide its inability to solve 
the problem of the Lebanese army's presence in ‘Ayn al-Rummanah. More importantly, 
however, the state tried to give the impression that the movement of Shi'ite demands 
is associated with external quarters, specifically Syria. Using this claim, the 
state tried to strike a deal in which it offered to take a certain position at the 
Amman summit in return for pressures on the Shi'ite community. Inherent in all this 
is a very significant discrepancy. While the “state” ascribed a great deal of its 
incapacity to outside pressures, it sought to use "outside" help to pressure the 
Shi'ite community which seemed determined to maintain its independence and which 
insists that its decision is "a Lebanese concern." The state's attempt to strike a 
deal seemed to be out of place for several reasons, primarily the fact that President 
Sarkis is unable to achieve and bring about an all-Lebanese reconciliation for 
external and internal reasons. 


The problem that Shi'ite circles are pondering at present is this: The independently- 
minded Shi'ite leadership has banked on the state and its president, but its hopes 
have collided with the "state" which remains indentured to the logic of “sectarian 
confederation" and which even finds itself compelled to make retractions that go as 
far as accepting the “formula of sectarian homelands" within Lebanon. This brings 
back to the minds of the Shi'ite leadership the past experiences which make up the 
heritage of the Lebanese state. When Lebanon was a provincial governorate [under the 
Ottomans], the Shi'ite were kept outside the power structure because they did not 
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establish alliances with external forcea, particularly the West, and were not 
associated with the disintegrating Ottoman sultanate. This made it possible for the 
“equation” to become primarily an equation of balance between the Maronites and the 
Druge, with the Sunnis in third place. 


Does thie mean that the Shi'ite community has to back down from its “independent 
orientation’ in order to acquire gains in the Lebanese formula? It hae to be said 

here that Lebanon, as a atate, has not, politically speaking, transcended the boundaries 
of Mount Lebanon (that is the provincial governorate). That means that the Shi'ites 
and other minorities (the Orthodox and Catholics) joined the political equation 

only as an appendage to the original estate proper. Therefore, the Shi'ite approach 
faces a dead-end, except for two outlets. One outlet is through association with 

the “outside.” The other ie through an alliance with the other communities and 

sectea which are considered marginal. The Shi'ite situation makes the second outlet 

a better approach because that outlet ise more in tune with the Shi'ite history of 
being a group excluded from the power structure on the grounds that it ie an “opposi- 
tion" and an "“ineurgent" group. An independently-minded approach by the Shi'ites 
assumes, as a matter of principle, that the state will adopt the “marginal communities 
and sects." That is impossible in view of the fact that the “regime” ie the product 
of political balances. 


Therefore, the solution lies in an approach in which the Shi'ites will adopt the 
demands of all the minorities. That is to say, an approach which steers clear of 
a sectarian formula and which in fact goes against that kind of formula and seeks 
the abolishment of political sectarianien. 


9254 
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REPORT OF ISTIQLALIAN'S SPEECH TO PARLIAMENT 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 17, 18 Dec 80 
[Speech by Abdelkrim Ghallab] 

[17 Dec 80 p 6) 


[Text] For an Ambitious Plan to Lift the Country out of its State of Under- 
deve lopment 


Economic Policy Must Be Based on Investment and Production and Not on Consumption 


Abdelkrim Ghallab, president of the Istiqlalian Parliamentary Group for Unity 
and Egalitarianism spoke before the chamber of representatives during examination 
of the finance bill. Today we publish the first portion of this speech. 


Mr President 
Honorable Ministers 
Honorable Deputies 


At first glance, it appears to be an easy matter to introduce discussion of a 
budget which contributes nothing new with respect to collection of general taxes, 
does not introduce new indirect taxes and does not provide for any significant 
modification of old taxes. However, our conception of the financial code resides 
in the fact that we consider it to be the index of the government's economic and 
social policy in general. It is part of the whole--a whole which constitutes a 
plan that commits the government. 


In view of the above, we believe that the present financial code should arouse 
great interest on our part due to its connection with the policy of the government 
whose outline was drawn up by the declaration of the government presented before 
the chamber by the prime minister on 2 May 1979 and whose 1981-1985 5-year plan 
will specify certain features. . 


The Plan Precedes Examination of the Budget 


While, for the moment, we have in our hands the first document (the government's 
declaration) in light of which we can discuss the 1981 financial code, on the 
other hand, we are lacking the second document (5-year plan) of which the present 
financial code represents the first year's implementation. 





During the discussion on the 1980 budget, the Iatiqlalian group had particularly 
emphasized the following ideas: “We are embarking on the last year of the plan 
whereas we do not have the faintest idea regarding the prospects of the next 
S~year plan. We are living in an era of forecasts and unveiling of prospects, 
The entire world is planning for the last 20 yeara of this century. 


A whole year has gone by and the 3-year plan has almost been completed whereas 
we are etill in the same situation, Within less than 3 weeks we shall begin 
applying the new 5-year plan in spite of the fact that the chamber does not have 
the slightest idea with respect to it." 


In the same introduction, the Istiqlalian group had insisted: "We hope that the 
next plan will furnish provisions of a type that will reassure us with regard to 
the future of our country after having lived with a plan that proved to be 
incapable of producing the development required by the period through which our 
country is passing." 


We are still at the same point where we were a year ago, hoping that the next 
plan will furnish provisions that will reassure us with regard to the future of 
the nation. I hope that we will not have a long wait. 


The normal thing, Mr President and my dear colleagues, is that the financial code 
for the first portion of the plan should not be submitted to us until after the 
chamber has examined and adopted this plan in order to discover the extent to 
which the financial code is compatible with the forecasts and the commitments 

of the plan. This will permit avoiding improvisation, confusion and incompati- 
bility between the requirements of the plan and the contents of the budget as 
well as avoiding resorting to a law that will modify the budget. 


At the end of the preceding year, our group had also requested that the proposed 
5-year plan be submitted to the chamber during its spring 1980 session. This 

was for the prupose of examining it thoroughly so that the Ministry of Finance 
could prepare the financial bill based on it. Nothing was done about this matter. 


After the Period of Consideration, What are the Prospects for the 5-year Plan? 


The Istiqlalian Group for Unity and Egalitarianism believes that this is the first 
time in the history of this parliament and perhaps even of the democratic regimes 
in Morocco that the chamber of representatives will be permitted to examine a 
true development plan. 


The 3-year plan was a period of reflection and it is inadmissable that a country 
which is confronting the problems of development should stop for a period of 3 
years to reflect. Now that His Majesty the King has drawn the outline of an 
ambitious plan for the 20 years preceding the 2lst century, our country has the 
job of preparing a plan for the first phase of this period in keeping with the 
king's plan so as to make sure that the group of developing nations will take 
off fast and catch up with the club of the industrialized nations. 


A quarter of a century has elapsed since Morocco has gained its independence. 


While a quarter of a century does not constitute a long period in the lives of 
nations, it does constitute a long period for a nation which is separated by 
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decades from the developed nations and which has furthermore undergone enormous 
sacrifices in order to gain its independence, 


There is no doubt that Morocco has accomplished a great deal in political, 
economic and social areas during these years. Nevertheless, it has encountered 
many internal and external difficulties which have thus hindered ite development. 


During the first years of independence, from 1955 to 1963, Morocco has been 
concerned with laying the foundations for independence and with the liquidation 
of certain after-effects of colonialism. Morocco also has lived through a period 
of atruggle and has suffered a blockade because of ite faithfulness to the cause 
of the Algerian people who were fighting for their independence. 


Morocco has accepted enormous sacrifices and has suffered a foreign blockade 
which began immediately following its independence, that is, since the hijacking 
of the airplane carrying Algerian leaders in 1956. We all know that colonialism 
was unable to make us lose our independence in this atmosphere of fervent struggle 
for the Arab cause, ranging from the Suez affair to the blockade, but it never- 
theless did manage to interfere with our economy and we found ourselves faced 
with proolems that no one could envy. 


The second phase of this period extended from 1963 to 1970. The industrialized 
nations continued to follow their old policy and the developing countries gained 
their independence one after the other. However, the concept of independence 
that the industrialized nations entertained was limited to consideration of the 
third world as a source of supply of raw materials and a market for sale of their 
products. 


It is this colonial concept which kept the industrial and banking corporations 

of the developed nations from adopting a new concept of operation through coopera- 
tion until the end of the 1960's. Three or 4 years later saw the beginning of 

the energy crisis which is still afflicting the world's economy and which, in 
fact, is only one aspect of the voracity and the increase in profits of the large 
corporations and banks, particularly those dealing in petroleum, which still 

reap enormous profits to the detriment of the third world petroleum producing 
nations and the consumers of petroleum. 


A Challenge to the Discouragement Factors 


At the very instant that Morocco began to find sources of financing, the doors 
were once again closed to its economy due to the energy crisis, despite the 
favorable prices temporarily received for its phosphates in 1974 and 1975. 


Therefore, when we adopt the idea of the ambitious plan which our king has 
proposed to us and when we adopt the idea of a short-term plan forming part of 

the king's long-term plan (which takes us to the end of this century), we are 
thereby issuing a great challenge to the factors which tend to produce discourage- 
ment. 


Consequently, the options and the objectives of this plan must be on the same scale 


as these ambitions, particularly with regard to the options and objectives that 
are capable of bringing a maximum of well-being to the most deprived masses of 
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people such as the farmers, workers, unemployed and students. This means that 
the plan should grant priority to agriculture, to basic equipment, to projects 
for creating jobs, to teaching and to urban and rural housing. In short, this 
plan should assure our nation of an economic upsurge. 


Priority Given to National Means 


We are always running into what is called “the financial problem." This problem 
has always shaken the aspirations of the nations seeking economic development. 
Some of our ambitions were affected immediately following our achievement of 
independence due to the economic blockade which was imposed on us and also due 
to the concept that prevailed in financial circles at that time. 


However, the development which Morocco has achieved, due to the relative political 
and democratic opening, due also to the good economic and political relations 
which Morocco has with its brother and friendly countries and due to the effort 

of the people and of the government, has reduced the financing problem to its 

true dimensions. That is, it is no longer a hopeless situation and an obstacle 

to economic development. 


Part of our financing must be provided by our own national means. First of all 

by employing austerity with regard to governmental and individual expenditures, 

by rigorous surveillance of the government's expenditures, by the policy of 
national savings, by people's contributions to projects and by training of leaders. 


These national means must be mobilized simultaneously with the plan so that 
financing no longer remains the abyss that engulfs our ambitions. There remains 
foreign financing which unfortunately remains necessary. 


The responsible bases upon which the plan is founded as well as the complementary 
choices and recourse to the national sources which we have mentioned add to the 
confidence enjoyed by Morocco in international proceedings. This will facilitate 
financing from abroad. With regard to this matter, we can conclude that the 
successful financing of the plan is related to a responsible internal policy, 

to exceptional vigilance, to responsible surveillance and responsible action 

on the part of the government, the administration and the people. These efforts 
reinforce confidence in the future of Morocco. It is confidence which opens the 
doors to foreign financing on condition that the latter does not decrease our 
sovereignty and does not affect our economic independence as pointed out by His 
Majesty the King before this very chamber. 


Consequently, we expect a plan in accordance with the needs of the nation and 
which contributes to the building up of Morocco by the year 2000. However, the 
budget that we are presently examining is a modest one and we cannot consider 
it to be that for the first year of this plan. The excuse for it may be the 
fact that it was prepared for some purpose which is still unknown. 


The Plan Must be Aimed at the Year 2000 


Consequently, we must expect that (after examination of the plan) this budget 
will be supported by a supplementary budget to serve together for the first year 
of the plan. This leads us to foresee intense activity of the parliament in a 
special session, if necessary, beginning in the first month of 1981. 
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Mr President, in the government's declaration of November 1977, the prime minister 
committed himself to presenting a bill dealing with a radical fiscal reform. 

This question was among the fundamental points which inspired the Istiqlalian 
group to support the declaration and policy of the government. We then expressed 
our wishes that this reform be imbued with social justice and that it be endowed 
with an islamic orientation, 


In the government's second declaration (2 May 1979), the prime minister committed 
the government to pursue application of the measures provided by the 3-year plan. 
He quoted from this declaration: "To undertake fiscal reform for the purpose of 
achieving social equality and to distribute the national income equitably." 

This plan has not yet seen the light of day in spite of the fact that we are 
already discussing the fourth budget. Even more than that, the concept of this 
reform has not yet been established. There is no doubt that a fiscal reform 
would save the nation from a large group of taxes whose victims are the poorer 
classes and the small investors and would rid this system of its defecte which 
are reflected in the fact that it is the government employees, the wage earners 
and the small investors who really pay the taxes and who are unaware of the 
methods for tax evasion or do not wish to employ then. 


The reform in question could set the finance minister on the right track with 
regard to balancing the budget so as to avoid the necessity of resorting to new 
taxes every time there is an unbalance between expenditures and receipts. This 
procedure has had adverse repercussions on the government's treasury due to the 
fact that men engaged in large and medium business have abstained from making 
any real estate or industrial investments. This is one of the causes for the 
economic depression which is racking our nation. 


Fiscal reform could save the internal revenue service from the administrative 
complication of employing an excessive number of government employees, it will 
save the citizen from the injustice to which he is subjected due to this fiscal 
system. 


For all of these reasons, the Istiqlalian Group for Unity and Egalitarianism 
desires that the government hasten to present the fiscal reform plan to the chamber 
and that this plan bring justice and equity to all the citizens, particularly 

the poorer classes. It is also desirable that this plan be a means of promoting 
the economy and constitute a true source of income for the government. 


Will the next plan and its financial requirements be based on this reform? Will 
they be based on an operational liaison between development and the fiscal 
system? We cannot offer any answers to these questions since this subject has 
not yet been debated and since we have only received promises and commitments 
that were made in the first and second government declarations and every time 
that we have discussed a financial bill. 


Mr President 
Honorable ministers 
Honorable deputies 


The minister of finance has presented the financial bill for fiscal year 1981 
by way of a speech in which, as usual, he has brought up several aspects of the 








national and international economic situation, The basic remark concerning the 
national economy lies in the fact that this speech includes several flat judgments. 


Reduction of Social Disparity Frees the Nation from the Class Struggle 


We desire that these judgments be accompanied by explanations that can reassure 
us with regard to the economic and financial situation of our country. The 
minister has stated that our nation has not failed to strengthen its economic 
and financial position in spite of the difficult international situation, which 
he has discussed clearly and at great length, and in spite of the sacrifices 
which we agree to make in order to face the war imposed on us. 


We would like to discover in the minister's speech evidence which confirms the 

‘mprovement achieved in the fundamental domestic-foreign balance as well as the 
velopment of the national economy with regard to the rise in production, 
‘lation and the increase in prices. We wish to find something to convince 

us that the situation is less serious than we think. 


We wish in addition to know up to what point our economy is following the road 

to a sound egalitarian foundation which aspires to put an end to the disparities 
between classes so as to guarantee an equal chance to all citizens with the aim 
of building an egalitarian society which will witness the disappearance of tension 
that leads to the class struggle which destroys society and undermines the bases 
for cooperation and coexistence among its members. However, all of this is 
wishful thinking which has not yet been converted into reality. His Majesty the 
King has urged the government to prepare a policy capable of putting an end to 
social disparity. We hope to see this accomplished in the next 5-year plan. 


An Investment for Dignity and Integrity 


The credits furnished for operational expenditures for national defense in 
chapters 82 and 85 of the present financial bill amount to 3.13 billion dirhams. 
The finance minister made the following comments with regard to this chapter: 


"The primary purpose of developing the operating budget is to strengthen those 
areas responsible for national security and defense by satisfying their require- 
ments in jobs and appropriations required for operation of their equipment and 
carrying on of their activities. These sectors have received 40 percent of the 
credits furnished for expenditures on personnel and equipment allocated to all 
of the departments." 


In another paragraph dealing with items comprising the budget, the finance minister 
added that top priority should be given to the military equipment assigned to 
furnish our glorious Royal Armed Forces with facilities to permit them to accomplish 
their task under the best conditions. 


The Istiqlalien Group for Unity and Egalitarianism is convinced of the fact that 
the destiny of Morocco requires that we always be a militarily powerful nation. 
Our strategic position due to the fact that we constitute an intercontinental 
connecting point, that we are one of the three countries that enjoys a boundary 
on the Atlantic Ocean and another on the Mediterranean Sea and also control one 
of the banks of the Straits of Gibraltar, that we have a history enriched by the 
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atruggle for Islam and against foreign occupation dating from the Roman era to 
the era of neocolonialism causes the future and economic entity of our nation 
and our people to be threatened, 


Consequently, the era of independence and unity have convinced us of the necessity 
of relying on our military power to preserve independence and unity. Therefore, 
we consider that everything that our nation spends for military equipment is not 
at all a loss. 


We believe that it constitutes the basis for all economic and social investments 
as long as our country is threatened by invasion from abroad, even from neighboring 
countries and as long as the world in general and the third world in particular 
have not managed to establish a mechanism for guaranteeing collective security 

and to establish economic and cultural cooperation in place of invasion and 
aggression, the will to destroy and economic military attrition. 


Our group again pays its respects to the Royal Armed Forces for the military 
effort and the enormous sacrifices that they have made and considers that these 
sacrifices are a result of their deep faith in the nation and the people united 
with our organization, as well as to their fidelity to their islamic ideals, to 
our institutions and to His Majesty the Supreme Commander. We consider that 
all of this is done for the benefit of every citizen and of future generations 
who will inherit protection against all forms of aggression. 


For all of these reasons, we believe that everything that the government mobilizes 
for the purpose of equipping and assuring the operation of the Royal Armed Forces 
constitutes a profitable investment. It also constitutes fulfillment of the 
national duty and a contribution on the part of each citizen to the defense of 
sovereignty and social integrity. 


Defense and Diplomacy: A Single Battle 


Mr President 
Honorable Ministers 
Honorable Deputies 


In a country such as Morocco, foreign affairs constitutes an aspect of the defense 
of its independence and unity. Since Morocco has been subjected to aggression, 
Moroccan diplomacy has proved that its action was limited almost exclusively to 
national defense along its borders. Our enemies do not restrict themselves to 
mobilizing mercenaries and furnishing them with weapons to attack the unity of 
Morocco but also mobilize their diplomacy and their petrodollars to fight our 
country in the battle that it wages for its unity. 


After years of preparation on their part and negligence on ours, we find ourselves 
in the position of struggling against superior forces. We can rightfully consider 
the Hassi Beida war of 1963, which the Algerian Army initiated against us, as 
much a diplomatic war as it was an important and serious preparation in the 
military area. 


Since this period, Algerian diplomacy has established as its objective opposition 
to Morocco, particularly among African countries and certain European nations. 








[t revealed its true colors more than 5 years ago, when Morocco decided to 
recover the Sahara region which had been usurped by Spain. We thus discovered 
that the African and international atmosphere was unfavorable to us. It was 
therefore indispensable to modify the outlook of Moroccan diplomacy which, up 
to that time, had been the diplomacy of a nation that had no foreign problems, 


There is no doubt that this change in foreign policy dictated the taking of many 
steps, including the following. 


1, Establishing of additional and effective diplomatic representation throughout 
the world. We all know that Morocco is not represented by embassies in many 
important sections of the world such as Africa, America and Asia. 


2. Training of staffs required in various sectors of the diplomatic corps such 

as politics, economy, public relations, law and security. With regard to this 
effort, we hope the Ministry of Foreign Affairs hastens to implement its important 
plan dealing with the creation of the diplomatic institute. 


3. Extension of the area of cooperation with the various industrialized or 
developing nations and the various Eastern and Western factions so as to include 
all the aspects of economic, technological and cultural cooperation. 


4, Resorting to foreign public relations as one of the means best suited to 
furnish information regarding Morocco, to make known its interests and its problems 
and to defend its point of view with regard to these questions and problems and 
defend itself against foreign propaganda which is waging a merciless war against us. 


5. Strengthening of unofficial delegations and missions so that they may be 
protected against the official diplomacy of our enemies. 


Our diplomatic effort should be strengthened so that it may assume its responsi- 
bilities at an international level, particularly with regard to its responsibilities 
in the Arab world and its fundamental interests, namely, those of Palestine and 

the third world and nonaligned nations of Africa. 


Our diplomacy must also defend the policy that it had adopted from the beginning, 
that is, that of nonalignment, of cooperation with both the East and the West, 

of preserving the peace and the struggle against colonialism, Zionism, racism 
and supremacy of the big coalitions. 


All of these commitments and many others require a financial effort. However, 
I do not believe that the 10 million dirhams provided in the budget of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for investment expenses or the 243 million dirhams 
provided for expenses of personnel, equipment and miscellaneous purposes are 
sufficient to fulfill these commitments. 


Providing for Food Requirements, a Must for the Plan 


Mr President 
Honorable Ministers 
Honorable Deputies 


The developing world is now seeking to guarantee its security in the matter of 
food supply, particularly since food has become a strategic material which not 
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only preserves man from famine and death but also protects him from any kind of 
economic domination. 


Formerly, Morocco guaranteed a minimum of its needs in this area by means of its 
own production. The colonists became rich by exploiting the products of our 
country. The population of Morocco nearly doubled during the first quarter of 
the century of independence. Consumption thus increased due to improvements in 
health and buying power, 


Is the agricultural sector satisfying the needs which have arisen and which are 
causing a great deal of wonder as to the bases that serve as support for the 
economic development of Morocco? 


We ask that agriculture be one of the foremost options which form a basis for 
the next 5-year plan which, at this point, must take into consideration the 
demographic, economic and intellectual development of Morocco during the last 
20 years of the 20th century. 


Therefore, it would be very useful to point out that the budgets for agriculture 
under the present financial law should be reinforced by the complementary budget 
that the finance minister will present to the chamber after examining the 5-year 
plan and learning its commitments and provisions. 


In the government's declaration to the chamber, the prime minister pointed out 
that the government will keep an eye on the increase of profitability of agricul- 
tural investments and will support the small farmers by means of credit, staffing, 
the obligation to exploit all of the agricultural land and reclaimed land and to 
make up the deficit of our country in essential agricultural materials such as 
cereals, oils and sugar. 


There is no doubt that this is an ambitious program that does not call for speed 
or negligence since it should not be a goal in itself, but the minimum necessary 
for an immediate program. 


During the speech in which he presented the finance law, the finance minister 
referred to the irrigation projects now underway and whose appropriations are 
only of the order of 443 million dirhams. 


With regard to strictly agricultural investments, the figure increases to 488 
million dirhams for equipment for the irrigated areas, reforesting, protection of 
the soil and livestock as well as small equipment for muddy areas. 


Consequently a string of questions comes up. Will this budget help in equipping 
the agricultural effort and improving the irrigated and muddy land? For example, 
will the production of cereal permit us to guarantee our security with respect 

to food and to decrease our imports? Will this budget permit developing the 
livestock industry so as to put a stop to the never-ending rise in the price of 
meat and to produce the necessary quantity of milk? Will this effort permit us 
to decrease the deficit in the balance of payments by increasing exports of 
vegetables and fruits and decreasing imports of agricultural products such as 
cereals, meat, milk, oil and sugar? Wiil the agricultural budget help the small 
farmers to overcome their difficulties in which they are floundering? 
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These are the questions to which the present financial law does not supply any 
answer, We hope that this will be done in the next plan, 


Industry plays a role similar to that of agriculture in the Moroccan economy. 
Since the preparation of its first programs the Istiqlalian group has asked that 
industry figure among the basic options of any plan adopted by Morocco for the 
following reasons: 


1. To satisfy the needs which have not stopped increasing each year and which, 
for the most part, depend on imports. 


2. The availability of manpower which is active, dynamic and suitable for training. 
3. To limit imports which are a burden on the balance of payments. 


4, The entire world is veering towards industrialization and we cannot achieve 
an upsurge in our economy unless we plan this economy so that it is based upon 
industrialization. 


5. To employ raw materials that we are exporting in the raw state without being 
able to use them industrially or benefit from their income after treatment. 


The credits allocated to investments in the present financial bill hardly exceed 
80.5 million dirhams for the Ministry of Commerce, Fishing and Industry. Will 
these appropriations really permit a sector like that of industry to play its 

role in industrialization of the country and assure participation of the government 
in the capital of certain public or semipublic companies and encourage operation 

of factories? 


This sector is in charge of the steel complex at Nador. What is the status of 
this project whose realization we requested since the day following our inde- 
pendence? It appears that this project depends on the importing of steel (and 
not on the exploitation of the iron ore at Nador) and on the production of a 
small portion of the steel needed for construction. The Istiqlalian group believes 
that this project should be executed entirely with Moroccan raw materials. This 
is so for economic, social and political reasons that we have explained since 
our independence and since the reunification of the North and South including, 

in the first place, exploitation of Moroccan ore, Jerada coal and labor, to 
provide the nation with the steel that it requires and to furnish the possibility 
of creating other industries. Besides this, there is the political goal which 

is derived from the stiff competition in the steel industry which has developed, 
particularly in Algeria. 


Maritime fishing is in the forefront of the investments which concern commerce 
and industry as well as security with regard to food. Morocco has coasts which 
extend over a length of more than 3500 kilometers and are rich in fish. For this 
reason, we can consider maritime fishing to be one of our primary sources of 
wealth. However, Morocco is the last to benefit from this wealth. 


We will not discuss the sale of the Moroccan coasts to governments capable of 
exploiting them for the benefit of their commerce to the detriment of the Moroccan 
people. This is a subject which will have to be discussed seriously when the 








chamber will have submitted to it the fishing agreements or the basic policy of 
the agreements with the East and the Weat. For the moment, we only want to point 
out that maritime fishing has two aspectea: 


The first aspect: The fishing, canning and marketing industries, The second 
aspect is the policy of furnishing the national market with fish considered as 

a basic food substance. With regard to the first question, we cannot fail to 
wonder what is the policy that the government is preparing for the fishing industry 
and how many fishing boats will Morocco equip? What ‘« the number of schools 
created or to be created for the training of fishermen and experts in the field 
of fish. How many plants have been created or will be created in the public or 
private sectors? How many cold storage depots have been created or will be 
created along the Moroccan fishing coasts? It has been decided to construct a 
series of ports along our coasts. Will fishing porte furnished with plants and 
means of transportation be built alongside these ports? We are asking these 
questions and hope that the answers to them will be practical ones. The second 
aspect is the one concerning the contribution of fishing to nutrition. We all 
know that fish contributes very little to the nutrition of our citizens and that 
80 percent of them do not eat any fish while on the coasts and in the villages 
near them, only a small proportion of fish is consumed. It should be mentioned 
that consumption had decreased over the last few years due to the exorbitant rise 
in the price of fish. This increase in price is not appropriate to the richness 
of the coasts which extend over a length of 3500 kilometers but reflects the 
rudimentary methods employed in this sector. It is also due to the method of 
refrigerated transportation which permits shipping fish to distant regions besides 
the lack of expertise in this field as much with regard to organization of the 
profession, the equipment and marketing as to the prices and advertising. The 
official publicity agencies, for example, conduct advertising for the consumption 
of oranges and neglect that of fish. 


Commerce is one of the mort important sectors that should arouse the interest 

of the government. The Istiqlalian group believes that this sector is related 
to the fundamental option of the state, that is, the economic building up of the 
country. We will not deal with the details or the foreign commercial agreements, 
since this subject will certainly be covered by one of our fellow members of the 
Istiqlalian group, but I only insist on pointing out that commerce should be 
founded on the basis of consumption. We are a developing country. In order to 
produce the economic upsurge at a speed required by the era in which we live, 
our economic policy must be oriented towards investment and not towards consump- 
tion. This means that foreign commerce and domestic production which feed 
domestic commerce should be marked by a policy of increased investment and 
reduced consumption. However, we observe the contrary in the general framework 
of domestic and foreign commerce. The national markets furnish proof of this and 
do not allow it to be believed chat we are a developing country, the majority of 
whose people are needy. They emphasize the enormous gaps between the classes 
since they permit the rich to consume everything that gluts the markets of the 
well endowed nations. We observe that, despite the laws and the measures and the 
declaration of the government to the chamber, which confirms that its policy 
will be based on the Limitation of waste and consumption, the markets are over- 
flowing with forbidden products. 








The Consumer Society Undermineus Economic Development 


The policy of the Istiqialian Group for Unity and Egalitarianism is based on the 
limitation of consumption in order to mobilize a portion of individual savings 
for investment. Furihermore, the laws of individual savings play a fundamental 
role in the limitation of .«. umption but domestic production must be oriented 
towards the benefit of dec: ease of consumption. Consequently, imports must be 
limited to investment equipment and not to consumer products which require 
expenditures for nonproductive products and even for deluxe products. 


The egalitarian ideology for which the Istiqlalian Party is working requires the 
following: industrialization and self-sufficiency in consumer products as well 

as the prohibition of importation of any products which could be furnished by 

the national industry. The purpose of such prohibition on the one hand would be 

to protect this industry and on the other hand would serve to limit consumption 

and finally to produce savings in currency for the benefit o1 the balance of 
payments and to devote a portion of individual savings o the benefit of investments 
to which all the savers could contribute. Thus, it will be easy to keep prices 
under control, a goal which preceding governments have not been able to achieve. 

The prime minister had assured us that the government would take the necessary 

steps to fight against rising prices. We can state that the citizens have not 

felt the results of these measures which must be economic and not simply repressive. 


Repressive measures undertaken during certain periods, such as the month of 
Ramadan, exert only a limited and slight effect. Besides, all of those individuals 
who can evade these measures act as they please with regard to price levels. 
Furthermore, all those who are affected by these measures, and who are often small 
business men, are not really responsible for the price rises. Control of prices 
does not only consist of issuing directives or of having some inspectors make the 
rounds to visit markets a few days each year. On the contrary, it is an economic 
operation which must be seriously examined in order to be able to limit deteriora- 
tion of the standard of living. Absence of this policy results in having the 
government contribute to inflation. We point to an obvious increase in prices 

of certain products, particularly sugar, oil, milk, butter, flour, electricity, 
water, coal and petroleum which leads to a rise in the prices of meats, vegetables 
and fruits. This results in a continuous drop in the standard of living of our 
citizens. 


Moreover, wages do not keep step with prices. In spite of the law that provides 
for escalation of salaries, these are also affected by considerations other than 
merely price levels. Even the 10 percent increase in salaries for low-level 
civil servants proposed by the present finance bill has been split into two 
periods so that the so-called 10 percent increase turns out to be only 7.5 
percent in effect. The result of all these considerations is that we need a 
complementary policy involving domestic production, importing, consumption and 
savings. The principal positive aspect of this policy which we are proposing 
resides in the increase of opportunities for investment and economic development 
in Morocco. We hope that the next plan will take this policy into account. 
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Mr President 
Honorable Ministers 
Honorable Deputies 


Tertiary Roads and Drinking Water To Remove the Infrastructure from its Prehistoric 
Condition 


Man is certainly the basis of all economic development. The Lord has given 
Morocco a dynamic and active people, conscious of its responsibilities. He has 
also endowed it with a vast territory with various possibilities. But, in spite 
of these favorable conditions, we continue to live in little isolated islands. 

To be sure, there does exist a large highway system connecting the north to the 
south and the east to the west, but nevertheless it has not achieved the goals 

of economic development and consequently satisfies neither the needs of the 
population nor the requirements for development. Morocco needs a large network 
of tertiary roads which penetrate the depths of the countryside that free the 
villages and douars from the isolation imposed by the lack of facilities existing 
in this area. It is the tertiary roads that permit the inhabitants of villages, 
douars and isolated regions to come into contact with centers of development. 

It is also these roads that permit establishing commercial and cultural contact. 
Without tertiary roads, it is impossible to assure economic, cultural and sanitary 
development of the countryside. Schools, dispensaries and post offices and, 
with regard to agriculture, electricity, drinking water and all other means of 
economic, social and intellectual development cannot be within the reach of rural 
populations unless tertiary roads are constructed. This means that the majority 
of the people will be maintained in a state of underdevelopment as long as means 
of transportation are missing or insufficient. 


The same situation is true with regard to drinking water. I do not need to 

dwell on the situation with respect to drinking water. Outside of the cities, 

the majority of the Moroccan population obtains water from streams whose waters 
cross polluted zones or unclean wells or springs. Large areas are completely 
lacking in water, particularly during the summer or periods of drought. Moreover, 
we have heard deputies speaking on several occasions from the rostrum and complaining 
of the lack of water and the difficulties facing the citizens in obtaining it. 

The figures furnished by the Minister of Civil Works reveal some serious facts. 

He said: “Only 44 percent of the requirements of the cities for water is met 
while, in the countryside, this figure drops to a mere 7 percent. According to 
the forecasts made by the minister, 80 percent of the cities’ needs for water 
will be satisfied within 10 years and approximately 50 percent of the requirements 
of rural areas." This is a modest objective but we nevertheless hope that it 
will be achieved. 


However, when we search through the present financial bill for an indication of 
realization of these two objectives (expansion of tertiary roads and the supply 
of drinking water) we find hardly any clues in this regard. 


It is true that the present financial bill allocates 2.5 billion dirhams to the 
Minister of Civil Works for investment expenses under the headings of investments 
for construction and national promotion. 











Thies ts the largest sum of money that any department receives due to the fact 

that the minister is responsible for heavy equipment and its permanent maintenance, 
These appropriations have been increased by 49 percent over the period of a year, 
However, the financial listing informs us that this budget is intended to cover 
the expenditures for many construction projects (ports, main roads, bridges, dams) 
as well as for public schools, universities and the sports center at Rabat. 


We are afraid that this budget is insufficient to achieve the objectives of 
transportation over tertiary roade and furnishing of drinking water in rural 
areas. Our ultimate desire is that the future 5-year plan include all the 
provisions necessary to realize the great goals of the deprived classes of people, 
particularly with respect to drinking water and roads that will link them to the 
urban centers and aid them in improving their standard of living. 





Mr President 
Honorable Ministers 
Honorable Deputies 


The Technological. Revolution 


During the last quarter of the 20th century, the world is experiencing a new 
revolution, that of technology. The energy problem arouses the interest of both 
the developing countries and those already developed. If stocking up on weapons 
arouses the interest of the wealthy developing nations, it is because there is 

an understanding between these countries which have a need to spend their money 
(and most of them do not know how to do it) and the need of industrialized nations 
to export their goods. Weapons constitute the most successful item in attracting 
petrodollars and increase the sales of the industrialized nations. Let inter- 
national tensions persist and let offensive and defensive weapons continue to be 
amassed in the arsenals of the petroleum producing nations so that, on the other 
hand, money may continue to pile up in the safes of the industrialized countries. 


At the center of this battle, there is a nation, namely Japan, that is achieving 
its technological revolution and is presenting the entire world with a new 
example of serious and constructive work and has set out to conquer the all 
useless competition. Nevertheless, this revolution, which threatens the economies 
of the greatest industrialized nations of Europe and America, is not the result 
of a great wealth of raw materials or sources of energy (Japan is the greatest 
importer of raw materials for energy and food) but is due rather to a scientific 
revolution and to the mobilization of manpower. The spread of education, its 
orientation and improvement may be considered to be the greatest revolution that 
a developing nation could undertake. Japan constitutes the best example of a 
revolution in this sense of the word. 


It is very regrettable that we are always examining the fundamental problems of 
teaching. Handicaps always arise with respect to the founding of educational 
systems tied in with requirements for economic development and furnishing the 
means for an industrial and technological revolution that will lift the nation 
from its position of underdevelopment in the first place so as to enter the 
2lst century. 
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In fact, enormous efforts have been made in the area of teaching within the 
framework of the spread of Arabization and Moroccanization of thie area, Thies 
teaching has resulted in irreversible achievements for the benefit of the people 
due to the policy originated by our sovereign ruler. However, thie area has a 
continuous requirement for more primary, secondary and technical achoole as well 
as co leges to receive those children suitable for education, those who are 
graduated from elementary school, those who should be guided toward middle or 
upper level technical and technological education as well as the young people who 
should enter the various universities to contribute to cultural, scientific and 
economic development. 


Teaching Must Be Connected With Economic Development 


All of the expenditures incurred in the area of teaching will be incapable of 
achieving our goals. A large proportion of the youth of the year 2000 will 

still be ignorant and, in the year 2000, the number of our technical schools 
will still be limited. Consequently, we shall be a burden on others in the basic 
industries founded on the use of computers. 


Creation of universities constitutes the objective of all teaching which progresses 
steadily. University traditions can furnish the nation with traditional key 
people (whom we always need), but in the coming plans, and the next plan is the 
first one of these, we must think in terms of the spirit of the next century 

under the influence of the industrial revolution based on technology in a manner 
that will link development to modern techniques and consequently link teaching 

to these techniques. 


The value of developed nations and people lies in the fact that they believe in 
man and count on him more than they count on the possibilities of earth, sea and 
air. It is man who built ancient civilizations due to his genius and despite 
unfavorable economic circumstances. It is he who constructed intellectual 
civilizations and modern materials, and Moroccan man is not lacking in capability 
and genius. Therefore, we must count on him to create areas of development by 
means of thought, science and technology. The state owes it to him to prepare 
conditions favorable to such creation and accomplish this by means of scientific 
and technical orientation of education which satisfies the requirements of the 
era and not only an orientation which is limited to satisfying immediate needs 
(to a point which results in unemployment) and to theoretical intellectual 
ostentation which leads to the mimicry that His Majesty the King pointed out 
before the commission on education. 


We are faced with two important events with respect to which we believe it is 
necessary to view this new orientation that is changing the concepts of the world 
in the area of education. The first is the 5-year plan which should be the 
preparatory phase of the plan for the last 20 years of this century. The second 
is none other than the National Education Commission which is lending a new 
orientation to education by linking it to economic development that is based, 
furhtermore, on modern technology. It is in this direction that there must be 
changes in the financial commitments of the government in the area of education. 








When Will the System of Justice Be Improved? 


We cannot cite these examples without reaffirming the position expressed on 
several occasions by our group regarding the strengthening of the bases for 
justice in our country. Morocco is certainly among the nations which has recorded 
many accomplishments in the area of legislation with regard to the texte of the 
lawe which guarantee their rights to citizens and protect them from any injustice 
as well as with respect to the organization of justice and its instruments, It 

is evident that these laws and texts are now insufficient to base a sound judicial 
system in our country. This is why the chamber has listened with great interest 
to the promises of the prime minister and the minister of justice who, in the 
government's declaration, had said the following: “If justice in our country is 
traversing a crisis of development, the seriousness of which no one is unaware, 
despite the phases which it has traversed, we can only be satisfied if we survive 
the causes of this crisis and all of its results such as accumulation of record 
files, the slowness of trials and of their execution. In order to cope with this 
situation, the government will continue to apply the emergency plan for training 
of the necessary key legal personnel as well as for promulgation of texts to 
facilitate legal procedure, to accelerate the process of justice to those awaiting 
it and to guarantee the means of work necessary and suitable for strengthening 

the judicial system and improving its level." 


We approve of these promises, but we ask what has been accomplished during the 
last 18 months, that is, since we heard this declaration with all the interest 
that it merits? The citizens are wondering what urgent and adequate measures 
have been adopted to guarantee their interests in an equitable positive and 
effective justice. 


Evidently, human potential is insufficient. This motivates us to affirm once 
again that demographic growth and economic development as well as the handicaps 
that we had to face in the composition of the judicial system require that the 
government act vigorously, seriously and as quickly as possible to constitute 
the competent human judicial organization that will be equitably distributed 
throughout Morocco. 


The Istiqlalian Group for Unity and Egalitarianism repeats the necessity for 
abolishing the judicial system of communities and arrondissements which does not 
accomplish any of the objectives of justice that reside in its independence, 

its force and its scientific value and does not assure defense of the interests 
of people using the courts. The bill on this subject presented by our group to 
the chamber is mildewing in the drawers of the chamber and | insist this time 
on asking that it be taken care of. 


Morocco, like all the peoples whose composition changes with time, has an important 
characteristic that we consider to be among the positive factors of the future. 
This is the fact that 50 percent of the population of our country consists of 

young people. Intellectual and physical education of the youth is in the forefront 
of the duties of the government. Therefore, it is necessary to place physical 
education and exploitation of recreational periods in the forefront of the actions 
to be taken by the government. This sector is characterized by the fact that 
physical education has not yet become a required course in the schools, has not 
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been generally introduced in the cities and rural areas and ita disciplines have 
not been diversified. The causes for this situation, which appears even at the 
level of national and international competition, are due to insufficiency of 
appropriations for sports equipment. 


Besides the equipment, there is the problem of training key personnel in the 
various sports fields, which is in addition to the assistance furnished by the 
clubs. It is also necessary to take care of the young people threatened by 
idleness, moral deviation and drugs. There is also the need for completing the 
training and the rescuing of those who have interrupted their studies and whom 
certain private societies had tried to help. All of these responsibilities, and 
many others, fall on the shoulders of the Ministry of Youth and Sports. However, 
this area has always been considered to be a luxury. Consequently, it is not at 
all surprising that the present finance bill only provides 30.5 million dirhams 
as investment and 96 million dirhams for personnel, equipment and miscellaneous 
expenses. 


We repeat that a policy which imposes such a budget cannot develop the area of 
youth and sports and cannot permit Morocco to participate in international 
festivals, including some which are organized in Morocco, and cannot save the 
youth from the degeneration which threatens society due to foreign influences, 
due to the economic and social situation of families and also due to the weakness 
of religious and moral education fornushed and of the protection at school and 
within the family. 


The Istiqlalian Group Requests Accommodation and Development of the National 
Territory for Each Citizen 


Mr President 
Honorable Ministers 
Honorable Deputies 


Many nations control the distribution of their populations and see to it that 
there is a fair distribution of their activities. This helps them to minimize 
the economic and social disparity with respect to people and t«rritories by 
adopting a policy that is consistent with development of the national territory. 


Alas! In our country, the rural exodus continues to contribute to the chaotic 
accumulation of human beings within the cities and to the impoverishment of the 
rural zones and the decrease of agricultural production. This aggravates the 
existing disparity among the various regions as well as between the urban zones 
and the rural areas and creates an injustice in the distribution of basic equip- 
ment and projects, both economic and social, throughout the national territory. 


In spite of the publication in 1968 of the decree creating the National Commission 
for Development of the Territory, the government has not adopted any definite 
policy with regard to development of the national territory. We have been very 
pleased to learn of the decision made by His Majesty the King to create a ministry 
which will be concerned with this sector in collaboration with various other 
departments. However, the fact that no appropriations were made during the 
1978-1980 3-year plan to initiate studies required to clarify the problem and to 

















permit the government to prepare a definite policy for developing the national 
territory has resulted in aggravation of the disparities and a failure of the 
balance desired, 


The Istiqlalian Group for Unity and Egalitarianiem desires that the governnent 
adopt a policy for developing the territory that will lead to a permanent organi- 
zation concerning the towns and villages as well as an equitable distribution 

of the national wealth while still granting priority to the outlying regions and 
the poorer classes. This goal will not be achieved unless there is some contri- 
bution by all of the government sectors and after the granting of the necessary 
credits. 


The objectives of development of the territory and protection and improvement 

of its environment, since it constitutes a part of the national wealth and man 
has the right to enjoy a healthy environment and in spite of the efforts made 

by the Ministry for Development of the Territory in this ares and its laudable 
efforts to consider this problem, we regretfully express our opinion that due to 
the 3-year plan and the present financial bill, protection of the environment 
remains marginal. 


The Shanty Towns, a Result of Underdevelopment 


The curse that has touched Morocco since it experienced an economic expansion 
under the protectorate or rather since it experienced vsurpation of the lands 

of the peasants by the colonists and since it experienced the persecution of the 
poor peasants, the exodus and the creation of settlements around the big cities, 
has given rise to shanty towns where the inhabitants live in a miserable sanitary 
and social situation. 





Since it triggered the struggle against colonialism at the beginning of the 1930's, 
the National Movement has continously attracted attention to this aspect of under- 
development which is characteristic of the shanty towns. A quarter of a century 
after decolonization we are still asking that an end be put to this injustice 
which weighs heavily on the poorer classes of our country. 


The government has certainly assumed part of the responsibility in this area. 
During recent years, the government has laid the cornerstones for the construction 
of communities to which the inhabitants of the shanty towns will be transferred. 
However, we believe that the problem requires a consistent policy so that the rural 
communities will be of a type that will result in decreasing the rural exodus. 


Therefore, the policy of the rural communities should correspond to the following 
objectives: 


To put an end to the shanty towns. 

To construct housing at a price that can be afforded by every citizen needing 
lodging. 

To furnish small lots over a large area so as to permit any citizen to construct 
his own dwelling. This sector should be supported by credits, by tax facilities 
and by revision of the prices of construction materials. 
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It is quite regrettable that the present financial bill provides only small 
credits which do not cover all of these urgent objectives. Will the next plan 
attain them? This is what we hope for and keep on asking for. 


The problems of the working class, which constitutes a large class of people, 
result in greater poverty and constant lowering of the standard of living, food, 
health care, education, teaching and professional training. 


The low salaries are completely out of step with the constant rise in prices. 

Low salaries that are not tied in to escalator clauses produce additional poverty 
among the workers and lower economic production. This particularly affects 
unskilled workers and agricultural laborers, thus creating many problems, threatens 
the stability of families with serious perils and constitutes a threat to the 
distribution of the population as we have explained above. 


We go on record as saying that miners, in particular those working in phosphate 
mines, in addition to those we have mentioned above, are threatened by occupa- 
tional diseases. 


Furthermore, the working class suffers from poor housing conditions. It is 
obliged to live with this indignity and all types of injustice which particularly 
affect phosphate workers. These workers are threatenedby another danger. In 
fact, those who have had the good luck to obtain lodging are asked to leave it 
once they retire, in sp te of having spent their lives in the service of the 
national economy under the serious conditions that are typical for mine workers 
in general. 


Therefore, we insist on this occasion that lodging be granted to phosphate workers 
by appropriation and under favorable conditions. 


Gentlemen, we are led to wonder what are the results of the conversations that 
the government has initiated with representatives of the labor unions for the 
purpose of solving the problems of wages, granting of permanent status and 
revision of the laws dealing with labor and public employment and fulfilling the 
promises made by the government with respect to granting of benefits to the 
workers. Also what has happened to the proposal for expansion of coverage with 
respect to social security? 


Priority for Members of the Resistance Movement and the Army of Liberation 


There exists another social class that we would like to talk about and of whom 
we wonder what can be done for its benefit every time that parliament discusses 
a financial bill. This is a class that is very dear to us and which deserves 
the gratitude of the nation and its pride for the glorious services of this 
class. We are speaking of none other than the veteran resistance fighters and 
the Army of Liberation. I will not discuss in detail the problems existing in 
this area. However, I insist simply in pointing out the need for guaranteeing 
an honorable life for the soldiers who by means of their sacrifices, contributed 
to achievement of independence of this nation. 





This area should be examined seriously so that the veterans, who have given their 
lives for the country, and their families live in a dignified manner. The 
situation of a large number of veterans who, jealous of their dignity, have 
refused to enter the competitive and exploitative market, is extremely regretful. 
It is therefore time that the government grant a high priority to this problem 
whose negligence has complicated and aggravated the situation of the true veterans 
or of their families, 


The social situation is of special interest to us. It is extremely regretable 

to observe that this situation continues to deteriorate, whereas we have an urgent 
need to protect the interests of the citizens and to preserve the nation from all 
social ills which are only aggravated by the economic and social situation. 

It is an affront to observe that many aspects of the problem such as begging, 
increase of drug and alcohol consumption as well as gambling have spread to a 
dangerous proportion. We realize that the law cannot remedy these problems by 
itself since their ramifications are found in the economic and social situation. 
Nevertheless, the ministry involved and the social institutions, which have been 
created without the assistance of the government, should accept their duty in 
this area. This will only be possible if serious studies are conducted based 

on scientific methodology in the search for the truth and the nature of the 
social plagues and the means required to remedy them. 


Mr President 
Honorable Ministers 
Honorable Deputies 


Since the election of this chamber, we have not stopped asking that attention be 
paid to the activities of public offices and establishments. We have done this 
with regard to activities which enter into the framework of the nature of their 
functions as government establishments and the impact of these activities on the 
national economy as well as with regard to their internal activities, their 
practices and their general conduct, their operational system, which exceeds 

that of the government with respect to jobs, salaries, indemnities and general 
behavior, which is not subject to the rules of the government, but only to the 
laws of absolute will of those who have had the responsibility. Nome of the 
latter has ever appeared before the chamber to give us a picture or an idea about 
the activities of the establishment which he directs. No competent minister who 
is exercising guardianship over one of these establishments or offices or who 
presides over his cabinet ever appeared to inform us about their operation. 

We have risen to defend those who have been criticized, except in connection 
with construction of a "special" building, with regard to which we have addressed 
an oral question to the Minister of Energy and Mines. 


These establishments (and this is what we believe) must be large organizations 
superivising the fundamental sectors of the Moroccan economy. There exist 617 
public establishments of various sizes. These establishments have been created 
for the purpose of serving the economy and are not intended to constitute a 
government within the government, acting independently of the laws of the govern- 
ment, the administration and the supervising organizations. They have also been 
created to contribute to the development of the economic sectors and to make 
their contribution to the government's budget. They have not been created to 
waste away by means of certain shady practices. It is enough for us to know that, 
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beginning with the present finance bill, some of these establishments (and most 
of them are establishments or secondary companies) have only paid taxes of about 
1362 billion dirhams and that the phosphate industry, the richest one in Morocco 
after agriculture, contributed only 700 million dirhams as compared with 500 
million dirhams last year. The profits of the Bank of Morocco paid only 200 
million dirhams, the Moroccan Savings and Building Loan Association paid taxes 
of only 55 million dirhams. The Office of Marketing and Exporting contributed 

a single word: "reminder.'' On what bases are these taxes founded? Who decides 
the amount of these taxes? Are they governed by an accounting law which determines 
the tax on a given proportion which is calculated from the profits? Or is it 
the will of the directors that decides the amounts? 


Not taking into account the receipts of the budget from this important sector, 
it is the right of the chamber to wonder: What is the share that these offices 
and establishments pay to the national economy? What is the connection of the 
government with these establishments? Are the sums of money that they administer 
spent for the benefit of the general interest? What is the concept of general 
interest in these establishments, in the government and in the chamber of 
representatives? What sort of supervision does the state exercise through the 
government on these establishments with regard to their administrative policy 
and their finances, the salaries and privileges of high-level officers and those 
of lowly workers, some of whom work ona piecework basis and thus donate their 
lives for a piece of bread? Who performs this supervision? We will ask a 
different question. If, for example, we discovered petroleum in Morocce», would 
its administration and contribution to the budget of the state be of the same 
sort as we observe in the case of other ores which are considered to be the 
petroleum of Morocco. 


We pose the following question: A special ministry, which is attached to the 
office of the prime minister, has been created to examine the question of public 
offices and establishments. Two years have elapsed since this happened. It is 
only through the discussions held by the finance committee that we learned that 
this ministry is working and preparing reports. We have learned an important 
thing from the proposals of the minister to this committee, namely, that he is 
ready to discuss the question before the committee while specifying that "It 

is difficult for the moment to enter into a discussion regarding reform but I 

am prepared to discuss it with you as soon as the government gives me its decision." 
We are placing this commitment on record and request the finance committee, in 
the name of the Istiqlalien group, to pursue examination of the subject and to 
come to an agreement with the minister concerned to devote special sessions (if 
necessary between the two regular sessions) for hearing the reports prepared 

by his department (in the Arabic language, of course) and to discuss the subject 
at length. We would like the discussions to be conducted by a joint committee 
of economics and finance. 


While we put on record the fact that the 1981 financial bill is featured by the 
absence of any increase in direct taxes as well as the creation of new exemption 
incentives in certain regions, we call attention to the following: 


1. The well endowed who benefit from the wealth and the conditions for readjust- 
ment of the economic system (in the absence of fiscal reform) are the only ones 
to benefit in general from these exemptions, although they do not contribute 

a thing to the national economy. 








2. The incentives and exemptions planned by the financial bill concerning our 
migrant workers, the agricultural sector or the local communities have been the 
subject of discussion which have laid a sound basis so that we might adopt an 
overall coherent policy in the future without dealing with certain social aspects 
and aiming, first of all, to furnish a maximum of incentives and exemptions to 
the most needy regions. It is within this framework that our group participated 
in discussions while bringing attention to the following: 


1. Expansion of exemptions in the agricultural sector to encourage certain 
local industries. 


2. While the government is planning to abolish the exchanging of funds for our 
migrant workers, it is necessary not to be limited to the interest that they 

pay tor reimbursement of their credits for construction of housing and to create 
others for their benefit to help them save more currency. For this purpose, we 
propose to raise the rate of profit for transfers from our workers abroad in the 
case where the transfer is made to checking and savings accounts, particularly 
in the National Savings Association. 


With regard to furnishing support to local communities, which are fundamental 
foundations of the democratic structure, our group has brought up the possibility 
of creating a tax that will be paid by the residents of deluxe hotels to reinforce 
the equipment budget of these communities. 


Our group has also proposed an amendment aimed at the increase of the rate of 
decrease of interest drawn on the credits allotted to the local communities by 
the community funds. 


In order to preserve the islamic aspect of our society, we have also proposed 
an amendment which is intended to limit the decrease in withholding of profits 
made by the grape growers who produce grapes only for eating and processing and 
not for the manufacture of wine. 


With regard to this subject, we would like to remind the government that it should 
perform its duty to prohibit anything which might contribute to the propagation 

of wine and thus to protect society from this plague. We consider that any 
measure that might encourage the consumption of wine constitutes an act that is 
completely unsatisfactory to the Moroccan public which is devoted to its islamic 
principles and values. 


With regard to this point, we should like to mention that the Istiqlalien group 
has presented a bill which is still being stored in the desk drawers of the chamber. 


During the discussion of the rise in prices and the impact that it exerts on the 
middle and poorer classes, it was necessary to state the points of view of the 
Istiqlalien group and to call attention to the following: 


l. The necessity for not raising the prices of fuels used in the areas of fishing 
and agriculture as well as other sectors which employ fuels for public use, such 
as local communities. 
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2. To examine the question of prices of water and electricity which have over- 
whelmed a broad spectrum of the population and to put an end to the anarchy which 
dominates the basic prices of foodstuffs supported by the equalization fund. 

Our fears have been somewhat allayed by the statements issued by the prime 
minister to the finance commission concerning the possibility of regulating 
prices which may be decreased for the benefit of certain classes as well as the 
possibility of "limiting taxes of citizens to limited income." 


In this regard, we insist on stating, as was explained by our group during the 
discussions of the finance committee, that it is not difficult to control our 
situation and to immediately stop making certain expenditures (due to the conditions 
and requirements of our struggle) which are useless and even constitute waste 

which overwhelms the public. We imply by this to stop buying luxurious automobiles 
for governmental and semipublic agencies and for offices and establishments in 
which the government participates and to exercise control over their use and the 
fuels that they consume. This will permit us to save money in addition to the 
enormous funds allocated for insurance, maintenance and replacement of vehicles. 


Mr President 
Honorable Ministers 
Honorable Deputies 


This is an aspect of our concept of the policy that should be realized by the 
present financial bill. 


By means of this report, we can suggest that the budget is not the clear image 

of an economic and social policy which concludes a plan for opening the way to 
another plan that is considered to be our first step towards the year 2000. 

While the plan which has just expired has not evaluated the ambitions of the 
nation and has not determined the requirements for their realization, the plan 
for which we are waiting will be able to realize miracles if it frees itself from 
the planning routine and addresses itself to the following three ideas: 


l. The idea of ambition proposed by His Majesty the King as a sign of economic 
and social development of the nation. 


2. Above all, to see the year 2000 as a year of economic, technological and 
intellectual revolution. 


3. The country's need to put on full speed and make exceptional progress so as 
to achieve an upsurge in the transition fre x an underdeveloped to a developed 
nation. 

The present financial bill does not make possible this upsurge. Consequently, 

we must wait for the supplementary bill which should be prepared at the same time 
as the next plan. We hope to find in it the image of the future Morocco which 
aspires to a better life. 


Morocco enjoys very favorable conditions marked by the code of public freedom 
and by a constitution which determines the relations between the powers and 
guarantees rights and liberties and, because of this, imparts a favorable image 
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of our nation and may therefore constitute a means of orientation for the creation 
of a productive economic activity and for the mobilization of citizens with a 
view towards participating in this economic development which guarantees their 
interests and their rights. 


For all of these reasons, the Istiqlalian Group for Unity and Egalitarianism 
desires that the plans and budgets of our nation be in keeping with political 
conditions and the situation in which we live, due principally to the democratic 
process which we hope to see continue to develop indefinitely. 


Thank you for your attention. 
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MOROCCO 


IMPLICATIONS OF LIBYAN PRESENCE IN CHAD DISCUSSED 


Rabat L'OPINION in French 18 Dec 80 p 10 
{Editorial by Ahmed al Fadilli) 


[Text] With the signing of the cease fire agreement by Hissene Habre on Tuesday, 
the battle of Ndjamena seems to have come to an end. However, this is not true 
of the civil war in Chad--far from it. 


In fact, disregarding the reservations issued by the leader of the Niger Armed 
Forces at the very moment of the signing of the documents at Lome (whic! ‘eads 

us to believe that this agreement will be no more successful than its predecessors) 
and che statements of Habre to the effect that he intended to renew the fighting, 
the most serious threat to peace in Chad consists of the presence of Libya in 

the country. 


Therefore, as long as the dispute only concerned the opposing troops of Hissene 
Habre and the united forces of the GUNT organization, it was always possible to 
hope for a settlement between rival “brothers.” However, Libyan intervention 
has complicated matters and made it almost impossible to achieve a viable treaty 
and peaceful conditions within the country. 


The problem now is to know whether Africa will react to this threat or, on the 
contrary, will bury its ostrich head in the sand, a policy which it has been 
pursuing up to this time. 


After the seizure of Ndjamena by the Libyan forces, all of Chad is within the 
grasp of Qadhdhafi. Now, Chad is only a milestone in the path of the conqueror. 
The African nations, which up to this time have treated Qadhdhafi's threats as 
the raving of a maniac, now know what they are up against. The question that 

it should now consider is: "What will be the next target of the Libyan Army 
and, above all, where will it stop?” 


There is a saying to the effect that eating whets the appetite. Are the African 
nations familiar with this phenomenon? Are they therefore conscious of the 
dangers and the perils represented by Qadhdhafi's morbid appetite for many 
countries that are neighbors of Chad and even some that are distant? Have they 
forgotten the Gafsa and Kampal~ affairs? Have they forgotten the statements 
made by the Tr_poli colonel regarding his famous plan for the "United Sahara 
States"? 
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Alas, we are obliged to conclude that the African nations have indeed forgotten 
the abovementioned events for, although it has been more than a month since 
Libyan troops and armored units invaded Chad, no secious African reaction of a 
nature that could stop the advance of the Libyan forces has been recorded, 


To make the situation even worse, the Committee on Chad of the Organization of 
African Unity itself consists of heads of state whose allegiance to the Libyan 
government is no secret. Hence the reservations (well founded, in our opinion) 
expressed by Habre. 


The fall of Ndjamena and therefore of Chad, which is within the grasp of the 
Libyan forces, constitutes definite evidence of the resignation to its fate of 
the African continent which, satisfied with ite minor role as a spectator, opens 
wide its doors to the insatiable and morbidly hungry Qadhdhafi. 
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SYRIA 


BA'TH PARTY OFFICIAL DISCUSSES INTERNAL, ARAB POLICY 
Damascus AL~BA'TH in Arabic 16 Jul 80 p 3 


[Interview with Ba'th Party National Secretary ‘Asim Qaniswah: “Syria Is the 
Lethal Weapon and the Shock Vanguard for the Defense of the Arab Nation and Its 
Causes"; date and place not given) 


[Text] In an extensive interview with AL-BA'TH, Arab Socialist 
Ba'th Party National Secretary ‘Asim Qaniswah announced that the 
new national command is following new formulas of action to put all 
the decisions of the eighth national conference of the Ba'th Party 
into effect. 


Following is the text of the questions asked by AL-BA'TH and the 
Answers given by ‘Asim Qaniswah. 


[Question] What practical steps are being taken to bring the decisions of the eighth 
national conference of the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party into effect? 


[Answer] The criticisms and suggestions put forward by the members of the conference 
were characterized by objectivity and sincerity. This profited the political, 
economic, social, and organizational reports presented by the national command of 

the conference, inasmuch as the decisions, recommendations, and plans of action 

met the required standard for the current and future stages. 


Thus, from the moment of its election, the new national command set about holding 
a series of open meetings during which the results achieved by the conference 
were evaluated. It has also endeavored to develop new formulas to put all the 
decisions into effect. 


[Question] The party organization called for the strengthening of Syria's Arab 
steadfastness, since Syria is the first stronghold of steadfastness and the foremost 
defender of Arab causes. What should the other Arab states undertake with regard 


to steadfast Syria? 


{[Anewer] ‘he vicious attack which American and world Zionist imperialism, along with 

a few reactionary regimes, is leading against the Syrian Arab nation, its revolutionary 
command, and its liberal regime now constitutes the key concern of colonialist 

circles. Their goal is to cut Syria off and paralyze ‘ts revolutionary leadership 

in order to bring it to its knees and overthrow ite regime. This is because Syria, 
which is resisting all these strategies, h . become the sole obstacle before the 
enemies of the entire Arab nation. 





For this reason, it has become evident that etrengthening and supporting Syria ia, 
in actuality, a rejection of submission to laraeli hegemony, which all the Arab 
regimes without exception will ultimately face. Therefore, the Arab states are 
called upon to do their national duty to protect themaelves firat of all, This 
protection can only be earnest, real, and effective if financial and economic 
assistance is provided to Syria, which represents the lethal weapon and the sole 
frontline trench of the Arab nation and its just causes. 


[Question] What is the significance of the promulgation of the law calling for the 
execution of anyone who ia proved to be a member of the Moslem Brotherhood? 


[Answer] in spite of all that our people know of the dark history behind the 
formation of the Moslem Brotherhood, their open subordination to the team of America 
and Israel; in spite of all the previous phases in their existence replete with 
subordination to outside interests and hostility to the masses and the teachings of 
Islam, some misguided traitors who belonged to this organization have been prosecuted 
under specific laws aimed at giving them a chance to return to the straight and 
harrow. However, their masters in Washington and Tel Aviv have lost their nerve 

and now see that their dreams of controlling our country have been destroyed by the 
steadfastness of Syria, of the revolution and its leading party. Thus, they have 
ordered their traitorous agents from the Moslem Brotherhood organization, which is 
the last reserve capital of American imperialiom and Israel, to become active within 
the Syrian Arab nation in order to distract and confuse it through cowardly and 
limited assassinations. 


Our people have opposed these operations with anger and have stood strongly behind 
their regime and their activist leader, Hafiz al-Assad. Therefore, the passage of 

the law calling for the execution of members of this band--and this law was passed 
unanimously by Syria's People's Aseembly--contirms once again the determination of 
the Syrian Arab nation and its leadership to continue to oppose the United States 

and its plans and to resist with all its power the unjust Zionist designs. 


[Question] Based on the available information, which Arab reactionary states do 
you feel are supporting the Moslem Bi »>therhood? 


[Answer] They are certain Arab regimes which represent the other face of the Sadat 
regime of apostasy and subordination to outside interests. Their names are well 
known in our homeland and among the masses of our people, and their positions on 
Syria and che Palestinian people and their struggle are the ones which you have 
specified; there is no need to mention them here, for reasons which I believe you 
understand. As is reflected in their positions, their practice, and their inter- 
national connections, which are inimical to our people and our masses, these regimes 
are sheltering and aiding the Moslem Brotherhood in order to help bring about the 
great conspiracy. Thus, these scum are training inside the territory of these 
states and under their supervision, and these states are providing them with 
weapons and money to enable them to carry out criminal operations in the Syrian 
Arab nation. However, we are confident that our masses in these countries will 
arise at the appropriate time to join forces and send these regimes and those whom 
they represent where they beloug as befits their contacts, their reactionism, and 
their fickle, opportunistic posicions. 


[Question] What is your view on tiie current efforts to deprive the Palestinian | 
cause of its pan-Arab dimension? ) 
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[Anawer}] Our Arab Socialist Ba'th Party has believed in the past and continues to 
believe that the essence of the Arab atruggle to confront all our enemies ia embodi.d 
in the Palestinian cauae, and that the core of the Arab fight reata on the basia of 
the liberation of Palestine before all elae. The fight to liberate Palestine is 

the fight of all Arabs. Thus, on this basia we say that any attempt to deprive the 
Palestinian cause of ita pan-Arab dimension through certain regional proposals 

made under the banner of good tactics or freedom to move and maneuver, or under the 
banner of the “independence of Palestinian decision-making"=-any such attempt is 
bound to fail. Moreover, any such attempts inadvertently coincide with the Zionist- 
imperialist scheme, which is based primarily on confronting the Arab nation by 
dividing its struggle and forces so that each of these forces can be isolated and 
victory can be achieved. Thus, there will be no revolution, there will be no victory, 
and there will be no liberation except through total pan-Arab confrontation. 


[Question] In your opinion, what step must the Lebanese authorities undertake in 
the case of continued obstacles and further attempts to block the implementation 
of the principles of reconciliation and the formation of a government of reconcil- 
lation? 


[Answer] We have announced this step many times. The time has come for the president 
of the country to take matters in hand and announce his decision. There has been 
more than enough. The casualty list of Lebanese has reached into the tens of thou- 
sands, to the point that the cemeteries are facing a crisis. Haen't this list been 
completed yet? Haven't the gods been satisfied by the thousands of maimed Lebanese? 
Won't a single tear be shed for the tlousands of widows and orphans who face a 

future without any certainty? How far will the destruction of the economic institu- 
tions and homes go, as if there was some plan to keep adding new ruins to those of 
the Phoenicians and other ancient peoples? 


The entire country is waiting for the nationalist decision from the highest 
authorities in the country. The basic foundations have been established in the 
principles of reconciliation, and there must be a sifting process based on this 
issue. Let there be an open declaration of who is for these principles and who is 
against them. The president of the country will find that the overwhelming majority 
of Lebanese will support him. The formation of a government of reconciliation based 
on these principles is, in our view, the first step toward ending the tragedy of 
Lebanon and its people. 


[Question] Did the legal authorities’ position with regard to the Israeli policy 
of nibbling away at the south meet ‘he required level of responsibility? 


{Answer} It is really unfortunate that the legal authorities have continually 
accustomed us through their hestiant positions on both minor and major issues--and 
we understand that it is the same standard that exists within the mentality and 
policy of the “mukhtar"--to inconclusive positions on secondary issues. But when the 
nation comes into danger and Lebanon's very existence is threatened, and we still 
see this same hesitant and irresponsible policy, we can't understand this at all! 

For this reason, we say that the position of the people in power on the issue of the 
south and the tragedy in the south has not only not been up to the standard of 
responsibility, but is not the required position at all! 








[Question) As vice president of the Central Council of National Parties, what are 
your proposals for the development of the organizations of the council? 


[Anawer}] In our recent press conference following the conclusion of the eighth 
national conference of our party, we stated our position on this question and we put 
forward a work achedule for a front charter. Our party believes that the question 

of the development of the national movement is a basic issue which it places at the 
forefront of ite activist duties in this phase. We are resolved on the need for 

the formation of a national front based on a front charter which defines with complete 
clarity the political line of thie front as well as ite organizational framework. 

The charter for front action and the organizational framework are two basic steps 
toward the realization of the victory of our masses and their just causes. 
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